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On June 3-5, 2016, many people will gather at the Osage
Center in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. This will be the 24th
Biennial Convention of the LWML Missouri District. What
a glorious and much anticipated event. The convention
committees from Altenburg, Cape Girardeau, Iron Mountain, and Jackson–Boot Heel Zones have been working
hard to prepare for your visit. The theme,
“God’s Love Spans the Centuries”,
is based on Matthew 28:20b, and surely I am with you always to the very end
of the age.
From the opening worship service on Friday night to the closing of the convention on Sunday, many exciting things will be happening: electing servant
leaders, updating by-laws, adopting the Mission Goal, voting for Mission
Grants, the wonderful banner procession, dedication of the LWML Missouri
District Processional Cross, Bible study, exhibits, Mission Fair, Mission Walk,
singing, and fellowship. Many dignitaries will join in that fellowship. National
LWML President, Patti Ross, will be with us for the convention. Past LWML
President, Linda Reiser, is the keynote speaker. The mission speaker, is Gary
Thies, from Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa. Also joining us will be six
LWML Missouri District past presidents. Reverend Ken Young and his wife
will also be in attendance. Reverend Young is the grandson of Clara Schmitt,
the very first LWML President. What an honor for the LWML Missouri District
to have all these special people joining us in Cape Girardeau. I also include
YOU as special people, and I look forward to being together at the LWML Missouri District Convention, June 3-5, 2016.
You can always visit www.missourilwml.org for more Missouri District news
and information. If you need convention information, just click the DISTRICT
CONVENTION tab.
Our Heavenly Father continues to lead us, as He has in
the past. The clock is ticking down to the beginning of
the 2016 LWML Missouri District Convention, but
God’s love and guidance endure forever.
TO GOD BE ALL THE GLORY!

Christie Steffens, Missouri District President

Why Do I Want to go to the Convention?
By now you may have been hearing about the upcoming LWML Missouri District convention in Cape Girardeau in June,
and perhaps you are asking yourself, “Why do I want to go to the convention? After all, aren’t conventions just about
dry, boring business, and if I’m not a delegate, what could possibly be interesting or informative for me?” If this sounds
a lot like what you are thinking, I challenge you to continue reading.
First, a word about the word “convention.” While this word indicates that a group of people are coming together to
conduct the business of an organization, in the case of the LWML, this is only partially true. While the women of the
LWML will conduct business during this time together, it is really so much more! I would like to propose that we strike
the use of the word “convention” and replace it with the word, “celebration.” The LWML Missouri
District biennial celebration is a family reunion of Christian sisters, and a few brothers, who join together in praise and gratitude to God for the mission work accomplished through this organization.
Attendees will arrive in Cape Girardeau, June 3-5 with joy and anticipation in their hearts. Anxious to
see old friends and meet new ones who share their love for Christ, they will come, old and young,
and they will not be disappointed!
Through messages shared by inspirational, God-filled speakers, such as Past LWML President, Linda Reiser, and Mission
Central Director, Gary Thies, and activities like the Mission Fair and Mission Walk, celebration goers will learn and be
reminded of the power of how “God’s Love Spans the Centuries.” There will be many opportunities to bring your mites
to the celebration and see how, when they are joined together with the mites of others, great things are accomplished.
This celebration is being hosted by four zones, the Altenburg, Cape Girardeau,
Jackson-Bootheel, and Iron Mountain zones. The rich Lutheran heritage of the
area will be a highlight, including some items from the Lutheran Heritage Museum of Altenburg, the birthplace of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The
city of Cape Girardeau, a quaint community of 37,000, awaits the opportunity
to showcase the sites and tastes of the region. Located on the Mississippi River
just 2 hours south of St. Louis, Cape Girardeau last hosted an LWML celebration in 1992 when over 1200 attendees visited the city. This year the site will
be The Osage Community Center located on Kingshighway, a main thoroughfare through Cape, just off of Interstate 55. This facility is easily accessed by everyone since it is on one level. There is
plenty of free parking and extra parking near the entrance will be designated for those physically challenged. The hotels are located just off of I-55 as well as a variety of restaurants ranging from fast food to nice sit down dining. The celebration calendar will give the attendees ample time to get away for lunch on Saturday if they choose. Saturday morning everyone in the center will be treated to coffee and homemade coffeecake, a local favorite and Saturday’s banquet
will be a buffet style meal that will again give you a taste of the region’s foods.

As in years past, one of the favorite parts of the celebration is the opening worship service on Friday evening. The communion service will begin with a processional that includes 16 pastors, dignitaries including the current LWML President, Patti Ross and Missouri District President, Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan, and 21 unique and individually made banners depicting the theme of the celebration. This year’s procession will begin with a dedication of a Processional cross, designed and crafted especially for the MO District LWML and donated by the past and present presidents. The service
will conclude with communion and the awesome experience of coming together with so many other Lutheran women
in this very special event.
There will be many “firsts” at this biennial event. One of the “firsts” include our first opportunity to vote
electronically for our mission grants. This process will open up time in the schedule for two interest sessions, a presentation about Katie Luther and more mission information from Gary Thies, and an extended
lunch break. The Mission Fair will also include the first silent auction. Each of the 21 zones were challenged
to decorate and fill 42 total pink Easter baskets and bring them for the silent auction. It should be fun to see
what they’ve come up with. And the Mission Walk is also offering a “first ever opportunity” for societies or
individuals to do a mission walk at home and bring the funds donated to the celebration. All of the money
collected for these events will go toward the mission goal. If you’ve never attended an LWML celebration, this could be
a “first” for you as well!
So, are you ready to come to the LWML celebration next month? See you soon!
Karen Drury
2016 Convention Co-Chairman
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The LWML from Salem, Farrar
Altenburg Zone, are excited about the
upcoming District Convention in
Cape Girardeau on June 3-5, 2016.
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The theme for the 2016 Missouri District LWML Convention is “God’s Love Spans the Centuries,” based on
Matthew 28:20b which reads: “And surely I am with you
always to the end of the age.” What reassuring and empowering words from Jesus who came to earth to be “God
with us.” God has been with us in the past, is with us in the
present, and will be with us in the future.

“How can we help pull this off?” we wondered. Well, two
of our members are on the planning committee for the
convention. Nancy Dougherty is charge of the Mission
Walk and Lynda Lorenz serves as secretary of the planning
committee.
Then our society received a call from the food committee
and asked if we would bake coffeecakes for the Saturday
morning breakfast at the convention. “We would be glad
to!” was our reply, as that is something with which we are
all very familiar. Our society has had a Coffeecake Bake
Sale for over 20 years, in which our society raises money
to support our mission projects.

In the past! You have read in Scripture how God rescued
and redeemed His people from slavery in Egypt and
brought them to the Promised Land. God did all the action
and God’s people were blessed. Later, God became flesh to
rescue and redeem all mankind from slavery to sin and
death and from Satan’s powerful hold to steal, kill, and
destroy. Jesus’ perfect life, holy sacrifice, death and resurrection had far reaching implications that touched not only
the past, but also the present and future. Many years ago
when I was visiting with Indian laymen and pastors in India,
I visited a hospital in the Mumbai region where a plaque
on the wall read: Bethesda Lutheran Hospital made possible by the Lutheran Women Missionary League of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 1950. Wow! God with us in
the past made it possible for Mission Mites to bring God’s
When the convention information was received we won- mercy to those people in their time of need. God’s love has
dered what we could make to donate to the Mission Fair. spanned the centuries as the Word is preached during
“That should be easy,” we said, as our members are handy chapel services at that hospital.
with a needle and thread, glue gun, embroidery machine,
etc. After all, our society has made over 200 World Relief The present! The 2016 District Convention is right around
Quilts and layettes just this year! So our ladies are making the corner and you will be blessed to hear and see how
some souvenir Christmas ornaments to be sold in the Craft God is with us in our day and time through speakers Linda
Reiser (past LWML President) and Mr. Gary Theiss of MisStore.
sion Central. Jr. Counselor Pastor Kristopher Morris will
share through Bible studies how God’s love is spanning the
centuries in perhaps refreshing new technological ways.
Yet it finally all comes down to personal relationships with
God and with one another as convention attendees rejoice
together in worship services, in fellowship groups, in the
Bible study mission walk, and in hearing reports from the
last biennium’s mission grant recipients telling of what God
has done through those mission grants. The convention
will be a present Gospel rejoicing event! But all would be
lost if the Gospel concluded with the present.
The future! God’s love spans the centuries into the future
as delegates select new mission grants to support in the
next biennium. Conventions are being planned for 2017,
2018 and beyond. Mission goals are determined and the
price of doing Gospel ministry doesn’t seem to obstruct
LWML’s desire to keep spanning God’s love for centuries to
come. How can the LWML and you have such faith? Because we know and believe as Jesus says, “I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
See you at the convention!
Rev. Gary Griffin, Sr. Pastoral Counselor

When we received the list of proposed mission grants that
will be voted on at the convention, we were so happy to
see that the grant, Bringing Christ to Belize, was included!
You see, Norma Kaempfe, one of our members, will be
making her 8th mission trip there in July, making that grant
close to our hearts. Reverend Meissner and his family just
went to establish the first Lutheran Church there and
needs our support. So we encourage all delegates to vote
for this grant.
We hope to see many of you in Cape Girardeau,
June 3-5, and discover the many ways
“God’s Love Spans the Centuries.”
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From the Jackson-Bootheel Zone
Sheryl Spiecker

The Mission Fair and Silent Auction

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age." Matthew 28:20b reminds us that God has been
and will continue to be with His church. This year’s convention theme “God’s Love Spans the Centuries” is very
appropriate as we are approaching two very big anniversaries. In 2017 we will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and in 2018 The LWML will be
celebrating its 75th anniversary. Anniversaries are a time
to look back at our history and thank God for all of His
blessings. The Region surrounding Cape Girardeau is rich
in church history.

The Missouri District Convention is rapidly approaching
and I can’t wait to see all of the wonderful things that
will be coming to Cape Girarardeau for the Mission Fair
and Silent Auction! All proceeds from these two events
will go toward supporting our 2016-2018 Mission Goals.
Just a few reminders regarding these events:
Mission FairThe Mission Fair will be open from 10am-6pm on Friday
June 3rd at the Osage Center. If you are bringing items to
be sold, please have them already priced. Food items
that are not consumable on the property are allowed in
the Mission Fair this year (please, no “bake sale” items).
The Mission Fair will also be open various times during
the day on Saturday. We plan to be open from 6:308:30am on Saturday morning while the Mission walk is
going on and that delicious local homemade coffee cake
and Blatz Kuchen is being served with freshly brewed
coffee from Rhodes. We will close for the opening of the
first session and reopen after the Bible Study – sometime
around 10:30 – and remain open until after the lunch
break round 2:30. Unsold items may be picked up between 4pm and 6pm. If you need to pick up unsold
items on Sunday morning, please let us know and we will
be available from 7-8 am on Sunday morning. Any unsold items not picked up will be donated to appropriate
local agencies/organizations.

As you are planning your trip to
Cape Girardeau for the District convention you might want to include
some extra time to enjoy some of
the surrounding area, especially the
Lutheran
Heritage
Center and Museum
in Altenburg, which
is graciously lending us the use of some
items from their collection for the convention. These items include a communion kneeling rail found in the attic of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Altenburg, an
old Bible, and a lectern and Baptismal
font that are from St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Wittenberg, MO (1839-1987).
These items remind me that God’s love
comes to us today through Word and
Sacraments just as it did for the founders
of our church. As someone stands at the
lectern and reads the inspired Word of
God, the Bible, we hear of God’s love
and promises. We received the Holy Spirit and the forgiveness of sins when we
were brought to the waters of our baptism, and every time we kneel at the
communion rail we receive the very
body and blood of our dear Savior, Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins.

Silent Auction-

This year we have added a Silent Auction to the Convention. All items for the silent auction need to be brought
to the Mission Fair Area on Friday. Please let us know the
name of the society/group/individual(s) providing the
basket or item(s) and a description of the item/basket as
well as an approximate value. You may also specify a
minimum bid for silent auction items.
Everyone registered for the convention will have a nametag. You nametag will include a number. This number
will be what you use to bid on silent auction items. Bidding will close at 2:30pm on Saturday and winning numbers/bids will be posted. You may pick up and pay for
your items from 4pm-6pm on Saturday.

At the center you can find information about the Saxon
migration and the early history of the LCMS. You can
find them on the web at https://lutheranmuseum.com/
or visit them at:
75 Church St.
Altenburg, MO 63732
573-824-6070
10 am - 4 pm Daily
Free Admission

We appreciate all your support, and look forward to seeing how much money we can raise towards the 20162018 Mission Goal. If you have any questions please feel
free to contact Amber Kuehn, 573-576-2917 or email
ambersalley@msn.com
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Linda Reiser, Past LWML President
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Linda Reiser was born and raised on a farm in Waterbury, Nebraska. She was confirmed at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Martinsburg, Nebraska where fall mission festivals began to spark
her interest in the mission work of the church.
That mission interest was further realized as she served as the 15th President of the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League from 2003-2007. As President of the LWML, Linda was able
to witness firsthand the amazing ‘mighty mite box’ donations from the women of the
church. Those millions of dollars as well as the prayers offered for the missions and missionaries have made an
eternal difference throughout the world. Linda was able to witness firsthand a graduation ceremony in Bo, Sierra
Leone, where men were being ‘set aside’ for ministry in local congregations at the Center for Theological Studies
that was started by an LWML grant 30+ years ago.
Before her election to LWML President, Linda served as the Vice-President of Servant Resources, Leader Development Committee Chairman and as Nebraska South LWML President. Linda presided over the 31 st biennial convention in Tampa, Florida, under the theme Live Joyfully as Salt and Light, and the 32nd biennial convention in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, where the LWML gathered to ROCK - Rest On Christ
the King.
Currently, Linda serves as a board member for Lutheran World Relief and a member of the Board Development
Committee and Resource Development Committee. She is also a board member of the Mission of Christ Network.
A very enjoyable task is serving on the Gift Planning Council for LWML and seeing how the Gifts of Love program started while she was President has helped people share God’s gifts for ministry.
In her home Nebraska District LCMS, Linda is a member of the Lutheran Ministry Foundation Board of Directors. She leads a Bible Study at 6:30 a.m. in her home church and is actively involved in numerous other groups
within the church. She has been married to her husband and best friend, Ron, for 43 years. They have two married
adult children, 2 grandsons and 4 granddaughters ranging in age from 2 to 10 years of age. She also enjoys spending time with her Dad who has celebrated 94 years of life. Linda enjoys walking, golfing and reading.

Serve the Lord with Gladness (Psalm 100:3)

Educationally, the mission speaker, Gary Thies, and the
keynote speaker, Linda Rieser, will give us the push and
inspiration to do the Lord’s work in whatever way we are
able to do it.

See You At The LWML Convention!
Carolyn Scott, VP of Christian Life
The dictionary definition: Convention—noun. 1. A formal
or stated meeting of delegates or representatives, especially for legislative, political, religious or professional purpose. 2. The act of coming together.

One of the main duties is to study the Mission Grant proposals, pray that the Lord will lead us to choose what He
wants those “Mites” to do, and vote for the Mission
Grants.

Do you enjoy conventions? Are they interesting, boring,
dull, inspirational, a joy, educational or fun? While attending a convention, all these adjectives may apply at one
time or another.

What’s fun at a convention? Meeting old and new
friends, the handicrafts, mission walk, the comedy team,
the Saturday night entertainment, and can’t miss the
LWML store—all these give us a joyous time in Christian
fellowship.

The business meetings, yes, may become boring or dull.
However, we have to have them in order to get the work
done for our Lord and for His missions to run smoothly.
So, with a prayerful mind, we patiently work through the
business meetings.

For two days the hours pass quickly, and we will be inspired to go home to our zones and societies with inspirational and education helps to continue the work of our
Lord: spreading the Gospel. The work of the LWML—
That is a convention!

The opening and closing services, Holy Communion, devotions, Bible studies, the procession of beautiful zone banners, are all a joy and inspiration.
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Electronic Voting at the 2016 Convention
Those of you who attended the 2014 convention in Kansas City may remember how there were some issues with the
counting of the ballots for mission grants and the candidates. This resulted in the re-balloting on Sunday morning. I
was serving as one of the tellers and I helped to organize the new ballots. Past Missouri District
LWML President, Karen Drury and I discussed the way our elections have been done in the past
and I shared with her that there was probably an easier way to do it. She asked me to explore
alternatives and I was able to find electronic voting through www.electionbuddy.com. It is very
user friendly and was designed to help not-for-profit organizations. To
test the system, I created a sample ballot and presented it to the MO
District LWML Board of Directors, seeking their approval for use at the 2016 convention. The
response was very positive and I was given the go-ahead with the new process.
At this convention we will be using ElectionBuddy for the selection of the mission grants only. The election of officers
will be by paper ballot with plans to perhaps use the electronic system for both by the 2018 convention. If you will be
serving as a delegate to this convention you will have the opportunity to use the new system. There will be a computer
lab set up in the convention center. It will be staffed by knowledgeable individuals to assist delegates if needed. Each
delegate will be given a specified time to report to the voting room to cast her ballot. The tabulation will be done electronically and the results reported from the stage on Sunday morning. I am confident that the delegates will appreciate the simplicity of this system and I am excited that God has given me this opportunity to serve the MO District
LWML in this way. Please pray that all goes well and for God’s blessings on the convention.
I look forward to seeing everyone very soon!
Ashely Kassel
Chairman of 2016 Convention Electronic Voting & Publicity

St. Louis South Zone LWML Retreat
November 7, 2015 at
Laclede Groves Retirement Home
The retreat reflected on the theme “The Time is NOW. There were 68 women who enjoyed
a day of spiritual renewal, fellowship, fun, and food. The service project was flowers made
out of paper muffin cups and attached to a pencil. They were given to a community
center that provides food and clothing for the poor and homeless.
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1. Family Shield Counter-Cult Ministry Project
Located in St. Louis, MO
familyshieldministries.com
$9,000

13. Healthy Homes, Stronger Families, Successful Kids
Located in the Carondelet neighborhood of St. Louis
sainttrinity.org
$15,000

2. Little Bit of Haven
Located in St. Louis, MO serving people outside of St.
Louis
littlebitofhaven.org
$15,000

14. Urban Youth Outreach at Heit’s Point
Located in Lincoln, MO
heitspoint.com
$16,800

3. For the Greater Things, St. Matthew
Located in Walnut Park in North St. Louis

15. Our Savior Christian Academy
Serves the area of Platte City and Smithville, MO
oursavioracademy.org
$25,000

$20,000

16. Send the Gospel to the City
A ministry of Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis,
MO
cph.org/cgo/
$5,000

4. Restored Hope Against Addictions (RHAA)
Supported by Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Lockwood, MO
$15,000
5. Comprehensive Christian School Counseling to Rural
Lutheran Schools
An RSO operating out of Montgomery City, MO
www.footprints-csc.org
$13,500

6. Bringing Christ to Belize
LCMS Office of International Mission

17. Scholarships for “in crisis” professional church
worker to Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat
Located in Phoenix, AZ
shepherdscanyonretreat.org
$3,500
18. Wonderfully Made—First Conversations about Disabilities and Supporting Familes at Bethesda Lutheran
Communities
Located in Watertown, WI
bethesdalutherancommunities.org
$5,000

$10,000

7. Bringing the Gospel to Muslim Refugees in St. Louis:
Witness through Local Church
POBLO International is a mission society of the LCMS,
located in Clinton Township, MI
poblo.org
$12,000
8. Y4Life High School Ministry
Located in Nevada, IA
lutheransforlife.org

19. Financial Aid for Students in Need at Messiah Lutheran School
Located in Independence, MO
messiahlutheranschool.org
$10,000

$5,000

9. Open Arms Early Childhood Development Center
Located in Ozark, MO
openarmsozark.org
$15,000

20. College Hill Human Care and Emergency Assistance
Program
Located in St. Louis, MO
nationalhousingsupport.org
$10,000

10. Light of Christ Lutheran Chinese Mission Elderly
Transportation & Parenting Class
Located at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Olivette, MO
lightofchrist.org
$6,000

21. Seminary Student Mercy Medical Team Trip Scholarships
Supported by LCMS Office of International Mission/Life
& Health Ministries.
$5,000

11. Proclaiming God’s Grace to ALL His Children:
Speech and Language Therapy
Located in St. Louis, MO
lutheranspecialed.org
$20,000

22. Worker-Priest Retreat
Based in Concordia, MO
www.lcms.org/rstm

$5,000

23. Assistance for the University Lutheran Chapel of
Hope
Located on the campus of Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Cirardeau, MO
$10,000

12. Technology upgrades for Good Shepherd Lutheran
School
Located in Columbia, MO
gslscolumbia.org
$10,121

24. Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank
csl.edu/resources/food-bank
$10,000
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2014-2016 Mission Grants
Grant
request
amount

Mission Grant
1. Concordia Seminary Food Bank, St. Louis, MO

Amount Amount
granted Paid as of
2/18/16

$8,000

$8,000

$8,000

$18,100

$18,100

$13,575

3. Financial Assistance for Concordia Theological Seminary, Food and
Clothing, Ft. Wayne, IN

$8,000

$8,000

$4,000

4. Lutheran Mission Partnership of Southeast Missouri, Doniphan, MO

$12,000

$3,000

$3,000

5. Reaching Rahab– Outreach Ministry to At-Risk Young Women in
Kenya

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

6. “Weekend Food Backpack” program, St. Clair, MO

$4,500

$4,500

$4,500

7. Ship Humanitarian Aid Supplies to Latvia through Orphan Grain
Train, St. Louis, MO

$6,500

$6,500

$6,500

8. Raising UP Children In Kansas City to Know Jesus, Kansas City, MO

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

9. Rural & Small Town Mission Worker-Priest Retreat, LCMS Office of
Nat. Missions, Concordia, MO

$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

10. LifeBridge Lutheran Mission, Columbia, MO

$15,000

$15,000

$11,250

11. Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) Van, Kansas City, MO
(LUMA changed ministry focus; did not purchase van; returned full
grant amount)

$10,000

$10,000

$10,000

12. International Grad Students Support, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO

$20,000

$20,000

$20,000

13. St. Paul Lutheran High School Tuition Assistance, Farmington, MO

$12,000

$12,000

$12,000

14. Reaching Out in Konobo Language to African Immigrants in Kansas
City, MO

$7,860

$7,860

$7,860

15. Child of God Lutheran School—Early Childhood Religion Curriculum, Saint Peters, MO (added full grand 09/2015)

$3,500

$3,500

$3,500

$11,540

$11,540

$11,540

2. “Here Am I, Send Me” Is. 6:8, St. Paul Lutheran High, Concordia, MO

16. Sharing God’s Word at Calvary Lutheran High School & to the
World, Jefferson City, MO (added full grant when LUMA returned their
TOTAL

$138,000

$125,725
(91.1%)

* * * * Thanks Be To God! * * * *
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FIRST EVER SOCIETY EVENT OPPORTUNITY!
Mission Pledge Walk
The first event report form has been received! The event began with everyone bowling at the local bowling lanes
followed by a chili supper. The bowlers’ ages ranged from two years to great grandparents and everything in between. Three and four generations participated. The event was informal, allowing participants
to enjoy socializing. The bowlers changed lanes to be able to visit with more
friends and family. Participants did not take pledges, but had a donation box the
2016 District Convention Mission Pledge Walk. The total
donated for missions was truly impressive! It is amazing
how generous people can be when they know every cent
goes directly to the Mission Grants. This was such an exciting and enjoyable event, that many expressed the desire to repeat it.

Women In Mission Theme and Deadline
August Issue
Theme: Blessed to be a Blessing
Deadline: July 25
No need to limit submissions to theme
Email articles and pictures to:
missouri.lwml.news@gmail.com
mail to: Linda Dunn, 3908 Forest, Kansas City, MO 64110
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