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Show Me Women In Mission
From the President’s Pen

Back to Basics

by Sally Handrick

Back to basics would seem to imply that things would be getting back to
normal. Well, what is normal these days? People keep asking, “When are
we going to get back to normal?” Quite frankly, I don’t think there will ever
be a “normal” again. At least not if that means going back to the way
things were before.
However, getting back to basics is a more reasonable expectation.
Some synonyms for basic are 1. underlying, 2. chief, 3. essential, 4. main, and 5.
fundamental. As sisters in Christ in the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Missouri District, we can agree that our chief endeavor is to share the Gospel message
– that being God-given salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and the redemption
He has provided for us. Our main purpose is to assist each woman of The Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that
she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the world. It is essential
for each of us to be in the Word daily so we are equipped to carry out this mission
according to God’s plan. The underlying object of our district is to develop and
maintain a greater mission consciousness among the women of the LCMS, gather
funds for mission grants, and to foster and support our national organization,
LWML. A fundamental focus for us is to nurture faith in Christ in each woman, offering her opportunities to be in the Word and to use her unique gifts in God’s service.
We also strive to make our faith meaningful by equipping each woman to make a
significant difference in the lives of all people, and we share encouragement by
valuing each other in Christ and accepting and encouraging each woman to grow in
her relationship with others.
So, when we look at the basics of the Missouri District LWML, we can understand
that we never really left the basics…we are continuing in them! We have had a few
“hitches in our git along” (sorry, I know that expression dates me, but it says what I
mean) but in essence we are still functioning as the Missouri District LWML as we
study God’s Word (alone and together), as we collect our mite offerings to share
with others in need of hearing God’s Word, and as we encourage each other to be
the best servant of Christ that we can be through the gifts God has given us. We will
not let weather, inactivity or pandemics steer us from our basics. We, in Missouri,
have always been and will continue to be the Show Me Women in Mission.

Return to the Lord your God,
For he is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger and abounding
in steadfast love;
And he relents over disaster.
(Joel 2:13b)
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Deadlines capture snapshot in time
Deadlines are a snapshot – a point in time. There is no “right time” to answer
the question, or perform the task beyond meeting the requested deadline.
QUARTERLIES – the number of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterlies that
your groups order may match the
number of members
Timely they report, and it may
submissions of not. Since several
information groups order extras as
requested by a benefit to other
the various members of the conofficers of the gregation or commuExecutive nity, each group must
Board are decide the number
important. they want and will pay
for. Consider the Quarterlies a magazine subscription –
you order and pay in advance. The
number of Quarterlies ordered
doesn’t stop with the Zone or the
District; these numbers go forward
and are used to determine the number of copies produced nationwide.
Producing a publication takes time
and effort and requires a lead time.
Our actual subscription year is Summer through Spring. The Society
Quarterly order form and money go
from the society to Carol Riedel,
District Financial Secretary, by February 1.

obligations of the Mission Goal
voted on at Convention, but they
also cover the expenses of Church
Worker Study Grants, Young
Women Representatives, and
workshops or retreats. Furthermore, 25 percent of Mites contributed go to LWML for their Mission
Goals, etc. Mites and voucher go
from the society to the Zone
Treasurer to Carol Riedel, District
Financial Secretary, on a monthly
basis.

MITES. Zone treasurers should submit Mite contributions monthly to
Carol Riedel, District Financial Secretary. They must arrive to Carol (per
her directions to treasurers) around
the 22nd of the month. Mites and
contributions are a fluid thing, much
like bills and expenses, and should
be submitted in a timely fashion.
Ask your Zone Treasurer to pick a
day of the month and submit the
contributions she has on hand on
that date.

DUES. Society dues are similar to a
membership fee. The expectation
is that each society contribute an
amount per member which, when
combined with other members’
contributions, will cover Zone and
District expenses, such as postage,
printing, convention, travel, speakers, etc., as well as any assessments from LWML. Like the Quarterlies, this membership contribution is a prepaid amount – it is due
before year end to pay for membership the following year. The
expectation about Society Contributions is that each Zone owes the
District $3.00 per member,
whether the society pays the Zone
their share or not; LWML expects
the same from the District. Society
Contributions are like a subscription – they are paid in December
for the coming year. Think of dues
as a subscription paid in December
for the coming year. They go to the
Zone Treasurer in December, who
forwards them to Carol Riedel,
District Financial Secretary, before
the end of the year.

Mites are important, as they not
only help the District to meet the

STATISTICAL REPORT. A Statistical
Report is required annually to

By Laura Cooley,
Vice President of Organizational Resources

monitor membership and activity.
A large part of the Statistical Report that you will hear about is the
number of members. We would
like them to be as true as possible.
It seems as if getting the number of
members would be a simple thing,
that a society should be able to
answer that question off “the tip
of their head.” As a former Zone
President, I will tell you that we are
all human, and people tend to put
off a task until the deadline. Then
they find that it takes a week, a
month, etc. to get those numbers.
In addition to number of society
members, the Statistical Report
also includes the number of Individual members, total mite box
offerings, the average of Mite box
offerings per member, total society
contributions, society contributions
per member, total Quarterly contributions, and Quarterly contributions per member. The information
is also averaged per member by
Zone. Attendance at Rallies and
other events is also included. The
report is then forSee the 2019
warded on to NaStatistical
tional, where similar Report on our
calculations are run. district website.
Statistical Report
Compare it with
Forms go to Laura
the 2020 report
Cooley, VP Organiza- when it become
tional Resources,
available.
from the Zone Presidents (or their Membership Chairman) and are due
November 1st of each year.
So you see, the timely submissions
of information requested by the
various officers of the Executive
Board are all important. They are
basic and help us to create a snapshot of our District in time .

Page 3

Back to Basics—November 2020 issue

Conventions—Sundaes and Fruitcake
LWML has a long history of
taking care of the organization’s business in convention. Anyone who has
served on a convention host
committee or has attended
district or national conventions, knows all of the details involved in planning and hosting one of these
events! Our conventions are like the cherry on top of the
sundae, but the steps in making a convention happen
are similar to the ingredients needed inside your
grandma’s Christmas fruit cake!
The 2020 convention host committee met for nearly two
years prior to the June date, discussing, planning and
preparing for the largest district event of the biennium,
and were looking forward to the fellowship of over 500
women and guests. We express our sincere gratitude to
everyone involved on the host committee from the Concordia, Northeast, Southwest and Washington zones. A
big thank you to Karen Weber and Linda Becker as wellfor serving as chairmen. Unfortunately, as everyone
knows, the convention did not happen, at least not in
the traditional way that we have come together in convention.
Due to the pandemic, the LWML Missouri District Executive committee was tasked with the responsibility for
planning and carrying out a first-time ever, virtual convention. Generally speaking, we were very pleased with
the end result. The videos provided by the speakers and
President Sally and the information that was posted on
the website sharing the banner designs, election results,
and so much more gave us the opportunity to take care
of business.
Through this process, the EC discussed changes that
might be beneficial in future convention planning. Also,
the question was raised, could the district be more informed and involved to assist the host zones and ready

to implement any changes in the event of an emergency?
From these discussions, President Sally appointed Pat
Petzoldt (Convention Site Coordinator), Ann Seider
(former VP of Special Focus Ministries), Dawn Neil (2020
Convention Host Committee), and Karen Drury (VP of
Gospel Outreach and past district president) to the Convention Task Force. Karen will serve as chairman. This
special committee could be formed as per the bylaws
Article XIII, Section 10.
The newly formed task force met and discussed how this
committee would operate and also reviewed the duties
for the convention host zones. Approximately 21 different committees make up the convention planning committee. The district will be overseeing or taking
over about half
of these committees. Most of the
district responsibilities are areas that already require a large amount of
district input, and it seemed logical that the district
could handle those. This means that the host zones will
have the remaining committees and will still maintain
ownership in the themes, logo designs, etc. and the implementation of the convention. But the task force will
be able to guide and advise them in the planning.
The Task Force has already met with the host zone presidents from St. Louis North, South, West, and Rolla zones
to outline some of the changes. More information will
be shared as we look forward to planning the 2022 convention in St. Louis. If you have any questions about the
task force, please reach out to Karen Drury, chairman
through email: otherdruryinn@gmail.com.
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Mission grants approved despite challenging situation
Much like the fall season, the year 2020 has certainly
proved to have been a year filled with change. As with
many gatherings and events that had to be changed, postponed, or cancelled this year due to the pandemic, our very
own district convention had to be changed
from an in-person event to a virtual one.

urer, who will send them to the LWML MO district treasurer.
When you do this, please include a note stating that this
offering is for “Mites” so that your society treasurer will be
able to handle it appropriately.

Also, just a reminder, that from the mites that
you contribute, 75 percent will remain with
God
is
the Missouri district mission fund to be used
However, even with such a drastic change in
to pay the grants that were recently selected;
plans, God’s work through the LWML was still
more powerful but also, 25 percent of your gift will also be
carried out.
sent from our district on to national LWML for
During the on-line convention, delegates
than
the grants that were selected in 2019 at the
voted on the mission grants to be funded for
convention in Mobile, AL. Members can also
2020-2022. To God’s glory, fourteen mission
a pandemic
go to the LWML.org website and contribute
grant proposals were chosen to receive funddirectly to national; however, please consider
ing totaling $166,250. These grants will be
sending your gift through our district, so that the local grants
paid from mite money received in our district as the funds
as well as the national ones can put your gift to work.
are available and, as much as possible, as requested by the
If every member inside of our district would contribute just
recipients. By choosing these grants we have made a com$5 per month, in two years, at the 2022 convention, we
mitment to support the ministries in furthering God’s kingwould meet and exceed our mission goals! Please check
dom.
page 8 in this newsletter for the list of mission grants apUnfortunately, in 2020 and possibly into 2021, the panproved for the 2020-2022 biennium.
demic may impact the ability of our ladies to share their
Karen Drury, VP of Gospel Outreach
mites in the traditional way, through their monthly society
meetings. But this does not mean that we cannot continue
to contribute. Likely, most members know who is currently
Mission Goal for 2020-22 _____ $355,000
serving your society as Treasurer. I encourage you to conMission Grants……………………………………….…..$166,250.00
sider sending a mite offering directly to your society treasNational
LWML………………………………………….$88,750.00
urer and she can then forward them on to the zone treas(25 percent of mites given are sent to national)
Mission Education……………………………………$100,000.00
Church Worker Study Grants………………….$85,000
Retreats & Special Focus………………………… $15,000
(Workshops, YWR, H2H Sisters)

Progress Toward Goal
May through September 2020

Income………………………………………...…………..….$59,101.08
Convention 2020…………………………..……….$4,335.00
(Returned registrations, special gifts)

Mission Education………………………………..……..$50.00
(Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants)

Mission Fund………………………………………….$54,716.08
(Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts)
Expenses………………………………………………………….…..$0.00
Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary

Back to Basics—November 2020 issue

Page 5

Applications for Young Women Representatives
to LWML Convention due just around corner
What a year 2020 has been!! The
"virtual" convention was very easy to
follow, even if it meant we didn't get
to see our friends and hug them to
pieces. Our year continues with an
early snowfall and a full moon on Reformation Day! We need to think
ahead about the 2021 Convention in
Lexington, KY June 24-27. I would like
to encourage young women to apply
to attend this convention as YWRs.
THE DEADLINE FOR SENDING THE
YWR APPLICATIONS IS JANUARY 15.
Guidelines on the LWML website
state: “Any mature young woman,
preferably 22-35 years of age, who is
a member of the LCMS and has not
previously attended a national convention as a Young Woman Representative is eligible to become a YWR.”
You can find the application by going
to www.lwml.org, mouse over
“Fellowship," and click the dropdown
menu to "Young Women in Mission."
At the bottom of the page, there are
three pictures with banners on them.
Choose Conventions/Young Woman
Reps. You will find "Selection Guidelines" and "Applications" on hot links
under the header of "Become a Young
Woman Representative (YWR)."
This site continues to state: “While 22
-35 is the suggested age, we welcome
women who are slightly outside of the
age range as we look to further the
reach of the LWML. We rely on the
district board to know if the young
women selected are the right representatives.”

Further down on that same page child
care issues are addressed. It is very
informative and gives an honest assessment of child care issues. It is
worth the read.
I realize that it is a huge commitment
for a young woman to attend a convention in another state and with a
large group of people she may or may

not know well. The issues of child care
and taking off work to travel and attend the convention are daunting, but
we members know the value of a convention! Please encourage women of
this age group to attend. They are not
required to have attended a district
convention prior to the national convention. Ask them more than once if
(Continued on page 7)

District reach extends to national grant proposals
Did you know that LWML Missouri District reviews mission grant proposals from
within our district prior to their submission to national LWML for consideration for the
upcoming 2021 convention? These proposals are reviewed by the VP of Gospel Outreach and our Missouri LWML President. They are then presented to the Board of
Directors at the fall board meeting. If the board agrees, the president then signs the
submission and passes it along for approval and signature by LCMS Missouri District
President, Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan. Once the proposal has all of the required information,
it is forwarded to the LWML mission grants committee, and the decision is made
whether or not it will be included on the ballot.
These mission grants are often submitted by LCMS Recognized Service Organizations,
congregations, etc. This fall our district reviewed and approved four mission grant
proposals. Below is the list of those we received and approved. Please include these
ministries in your prayers as well as others that LWML will be reviewing and choosing
for ballot vote ballot at the 2021 LWML Convention in Lexington, KY.

Grant title: Gospel Outreach to Women & Children in Mongolia
Organization: Lutheran Hour Ministries
Amount requested: $100,000
Grant Title: Caring for and Sharing Christ with Hurting People
Organization: Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
Amount requested: $100,000
Grant title: Life Line – A Gospel Approach to Reaching our Youth
Organization: Our Savior Lutheran Church, Platte City & Smithville, MO
Amount Requested: $30,000
Grant title: Ministry Vehicle Fund – Ethiopia & Sierra Leone
Organization: Lutheran Bible Translators
Amount Requested: $70,000
Submitted by Karen Drury, VP of Gospel Outreach
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RESPOND
Society takes advantage
of LWML Sunday
opportunity to reach out
This year King of Kings society of
North Kansas City Zone used
LWML Sunday to expand awareness to young and old alike.
In addition to having materials
available about mission grants
and LWML in general, they provided kids’ coloring kits. The kits
included a box of crayons, coloring sheets (bookmarks and notecards) from the National LWML site, an LWML Books of the Bible bookmark, a fill-in-the-blank Bible verse activity sheet, a
copy of the list of National mission grants, and a children’s mite box.
The society hopes the kits will inspire younger women
to learn more about LWML and will be used by families
to pray and gather mites for missions.
Submitted by Renee Lutzen, King of Kings, NKC Zone
Rally parameters
include social
distancing
The LWML Altenburg
Zone Rally was held in
person, with physical distancing, October 11, 2020 at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Altenburg, Missouri. The
theme was Faith Vision 20/20, based on 2 Corinthians
5:7, Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.
The rally was led by Altenburg Zone
President, Cindy Redecker. Virtual guest
speakers were Andy Bates and Sarah
Gulseth from KFUO. An offering of $525
was collected for KFUO and a mite offering of $470 was also received. TO GOD
BE ALL GLORY AND PRAISE.
Submitted by Christie Steffens, Altenburg Zone

Lutheran Women in Missouri
applied God’s gifts of creativity and
inspiration as they shared the Gospel
message in their zones and in their
individual churches.
‘Fill the Purse’ project to benefit
hurricane victims in southeast U.S.
The LWML of St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Lee’s Summit,
Missouri coordinated a “Fill the Purse” project to benefit
hurricane victims in the southeastern U.S. Members of the
congregation donated gently used purses filled with personal hygiene items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
shampoo, deodorant, tissue, hand sanitizer, and face masks;
others brought large baggies filled with these items.
Seventy purses, many individual personal hygiene items,
prayer cards and Portals of Prayer filling five boxes and
weighing 220 lbs. were sent to Mobile, AL for distribution.
Some of the expenses were covered by a Thrivent Action
Team Grant. We were blessed to share Christ’s love and our
love with those affected by this catastrophic weather.
Submitted by Donna Lacey, St. Matthew, South KC Zone

North KC society serves
by sorting donations
for those in need
King of Kings LWML helped
sort donations at Blessings
Abound thrift store in
Overland Park, KS as part of our Special Focus mission work
with the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) of KC,
MO. LUMA is officially recognized by the LCMS and a mission vital to spreading the Gospel message to those in spiritual and physical need.
Blessings Abound is an all-volunteer organization, and ALL
sales proceeds there are distributed back out to various
faith-based agencies in the greater Kansas City area, including LUMA.
Submitted by Renee Lutzen, King of Kings-NKC Zone
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Conventions-goers share reactions
to first-time virtual presentation
Thank you for providing us with two wonderful speakers for our 2020 Convention. I enjoyed every word of both Deb and Mark.
I was driven to tears a number of times. I wish we could have been in Springfield live, but the virtual convention was the next
best thing, really. –Pat Petzoldt, Concordia-Frohna
The virtual convention was very well done, and the website was easy to navigate! I'm sure there are things that I missed on
the site, but I tried to view every tab. I'm happy to know that the information will be available for awhile. Also, I don't want to
forget to complement the gentleman who wrote and sang the theme song! IT WAS EXCELLENT! Our voting delegates said that
voting online "was a piece of cake" Thumbs up for the LWML Virtual Convention!!! 5 Stars! --Roberta Schnakenberg, FaithWarsaw
A Virtual Convention hadn’t been done before, and we blazed trails and set standards for other Districts. A lot of dedicated,
talented people did amazing things to accomplish everything that was needed. On Saturday morning of convention, I got up
in my pajamas, grabbed my coffee, and got online. Even though I was involved in the planning, I was amazed! All the parts
were clearly labeled, easy to find, and lovely. While I was at it, I printed parts that I wanted, things I would have normally written in my manual. The only thing that could have made the Convention better would have been to be with my LWML Friends.
—Laura Cooley, Redeemer-Springfield

Board of Directors
Dates to Remember

NOVEMBER
 Society dues to Zone Treasurer due
November 30.



JANUARY
 Receive Call to Board Meeting and
send forms for Room Reservations,



Keep YWR search on your radar
(Continued from page 5)
Needed. Pray for them. Something of this nature takes a while to process, and a
woman might need to hear your encouragement more than once before committing
to this. If you have any questions, please call me at 660-202-3015 (cell) or 660-4637553 (landline).
If you choose to submit the application, please send it to:
Stephanie Snyder
311 S Gordon St.
Concordia, MO 64020
or to sassysaintlouis@gmail.com as an attachment: It
works better if you can save the application as a PDF before sending.
We are still working on Heart to Heart Sisters (H2H). You can find additional information on lwml.org, and find the drop down menu under Fellowship (as above) and then
click on “Heart to Heart Sisters.” This will open up resources for H2H. Contact me by
phone or email for further thoughts, questions or suggestions!!
Serve the Lord with Gladness!!
Stephanie Snyder, VP of Special Focus Ministries Romans 1:16








Mite Box and Stationary to Administrative Assistant;
Submit Expense Voucher to Treasurer at BOD meeting;
Send Rally Schedule to President
Sally;
Submit Zone Activities Report to
Secretary;
Submit updated Zone Officers List
to President and Secretary;
Report delegates and alternates for
National LWML Convention to District President by January 15;
Zone Treasurer should send Membership dues to District Financial
Secretary by January 15, $3.00 per
member.

FEBRUARY
 Zone President’s Fall Zone Activities
Report sent to District Secretary by
February 1;
 Send Quarterly Change/Order/
Remittance Form to VP of Communications by February 1;
 Attend Board of Directors meeting;
 Email the Updated Zone Officers
List to the President and Secretary
hand it to them at BOD meeting.

LWML Missouri District 2020-2022 Mission Grants
Approved at Convention June 2020

By Vote
1 Rural Military & Campus Ministry Congregation Sprung a Leak
Faith Lutheran Church, Knob Noster, MO

$6,000

2

Serving Our Service Personnel
Missouri District Board of Directors

$14,000

3

Mission Central – Support at Just the Right Time
LCMS Mission Central

$15,000

4

Christ the King Comfort Dog Ministry
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Lake Ozark, MO

$10,000

5

The Nativity House
Free Women’s Center of Pulaski County, Waynesville, MO

$19,600

6

Support for Concordia Seminary’s Intnl. Graduate Students
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO

$20,000

7

Food & Clothing CO-Op
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN

$5,000

8

Soldiers of the Cross
LCMS Office of National Mission

$5,000

9

I was a Stranger: Lutheran Books for Immigrants
Lutheran Heritage Foundation

$12,000

10

Humanitri’s Transformational Housing Children’s Program
Humanitri—Helping the Homeless

$15,000

11

Support for Missouri District Churches with Family Growth
Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries

$14,000

12

Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel
Trinity HOPE, Juliet, TN

$10,000

13

Compassion, Help & Hope
The Pregnancy Help Center, St. Louis, MO

$18,276

14

Saxony Lutheran High School “Gift of Grace”
Saxony Lutheran High School, Jackson, MO
TOTAL MISSION GRANT GOAL
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