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From the President’s Pen 

Called into Fellowship 
As I sit here at my cluttered desk on Easter afternoon (a few weeks 
before you will be reading this), I think, “How did this get so messy, 
and where are the notes I wrote about the committee assignments 
for convention?” Many and varied thoughts have been running 
through my head lately, most of which have to do with our 27th bien-
nial convention that is coming up in June. 

 

I can share with y’all now (since I am going out of office) that I really do make a mess 
when I am working hard to be productive. Somehow it all comes together in the end, 
and once again I will have an organized office/guest room after June 5 … or maybe 
after I transition with the new president! But, it is all worth it. 
 

We have been called, as Lutheran Women in Mission, to joyfully proclaim Christ, sup-
port missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. Once every two 
years – or four as the case is now – we are called into fellowship to meet in conven-
tion. We have business to attend to, officers and a counselor to elect, bylaws to 
amend, and mission grants to select. We are given the blessing of hearing from inspir-
ing mission speakers, an informative keynote speaker, interest session presenters, and 
our counselor leading us through Bible study.  
 

One of the favorite aspects of the convention is our coming together. We sing togeth-
er, worship together, walk together, shop the mission fair and silent auction together, 
eat together, and admire the banners with each other. We sometimes even wait for 
elevators together! Most of us share a hotel room with someone and have the oppor-
tunity to catch up with a good friend.  
 

This “coming together” is so important for our LWML Missouri District to survive. It is 
understandable that not everyone will be able to attend the convention; however, we 
thrive best when we meet together and share our Christian fellowship. The Lutheran 
Study Bible defines fellowship as: “sharing,” “participation in a common thing.” Chris-
tian fellowship has both a heavenly and earthly dimension. 
 

If you can, come to the LWML Missouri District Convention, June 3-5, at the Sheraton 
Westport Chalet in St. Louis, and share in some earthly fellowship.  
 

Sally Handrick,  
President 
LWML Missouri District                                

Missouri 
District 

May 2022

Show Me Women In Mission 

 

“God is faithful, by whom 

you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” 

(Philemon 1:6) 

The Official Newsletter of  the LWML Missouri District 
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Convention planning to culminate in two weeks 
 

 Convention participation gives spiritual nurturing, mission encouragement, fellowship by joining hearts and 
voices together in praise to our Lord, conducting business of our district, including selecting mission grant recip-
ients and electing officers, witnessing to others and enjoying a lot of fun and fellowship.  Join in For Such a Time 
as This.  THERE IS STILL ROOM FOR YOU! 

 
 Pray for the hosting committee, the Task Force, President Sally and others who are preparing for this conven-

tion.  Much work goes into each convention so that it is an enjoyable and uplifting experience for everyone.  
They will appreciate knowing that you are taking their needs to the Lord, acknowledging that He is in control 
and will continue to guide them in the next two weeks of preparation.   
 

 Thanks to the 18 candidates who have place their names  in nomination for LWML Missouri District offices!  You 
are willing, trusting servants of our Lord. 

 
 We look forward to hearing Keynote Speaker Gregory P. Seltz, Executive Director for Lutheran Center for Reli-

gious Liberty, a religious Liberty organization in Washington D.C.  We thank him for his efforts there to advocate 
for and encourage the protection of our religious Liberty, the sanctity of life, traditional marriage, and the value 
of private and parochial education. 

 
 Learn about the Apple of His Eye Mission Society from Bob and Kristi Roegner, our Mission speakers, who share 

Jesus (Y’shua) as the Messiah with Jewish people in the Holy Land. 
 
 Support the Mission Walk, Mission Fair, and  Silent Auction, which will supply first-funding for our next bienni-

um Mission Goal. 
 
 Check our website at  www.missourilwml.org   for a listing of ingathering items for Christian Friends of New 

Americans, Lutheran Family and Children’s Services, and Lutheran Senior Services.  Donations will be accepted 
Friday, June 3, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

  
 

LWML Missouri District Convention 

 
Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel 

191 Westport Plaza, St. Louis, MO 
 

June 3-5, 2022 
 

ww.missourilwml.org/2022 Convention 
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Special Focus Ministries is truly  “Called into the Fellow-

ship” with the goal of bringing young women and those 

from all nations to LWML. What we discuss as ways of 

encouraging "younger" women to join LWML  

applies to all women.  

Katie Davis, our YWR to the Lexington Convention, and I 

have been using the video from the "Humorous Inter-

rupters" skits at the rallies we have been attending. 

LWML compiled all the skits into one video. You can find it 

on Youtube by searching for  "2021 LWML Convention--

Humorous Interruptions."  It really illustrates the im-

portance of different points of view and how to work to 

include them in the LWML. And yes, my personal favorite 

sandwich is pimento cheese, on white bread cut into per-

fect little triangles. (Watch the video to get the reference.)  

We look forward to having 13 Young Women Representa-

tives (YWRs) at the Convention in St. Louis. We will also be 

hearing from Beena Stanish, representing Heart to Heart 

Sisters in the MIssouri District, during our interest sessions. 

It will be a wonderful time.  

Please pray for these and all Lutheran Women in Mission to 

feel the joy that service in the LWML brings.  

 

Special Focus materials, discussions 
have application to all women 

Submitted by Stephanie Snyder 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

You can encourage someone to be a nominee for ballot at the 2023 
LWML Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.   

Offices to be filled : 
* President 

*Vice President of Organizational Resources 
* Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

* Treasurer 
* Nominating Committee (5) 

The DEADLINE for nominations is Aug. 15. 
Check lwml.org/nominations for process. 



 

Submitted by Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary 
  

INCOME 
 Convention 2020………………………………..$5,255.00 
        
 Mission Education……………………..…………...770.00 
           (Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants) 
 

 Mission Fund…………………… ……………..302,191.67 
      (Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts) 
 

 Total Income…………………… ……………..308,216.67 
 Gross Profit……………….……...………………………...308,216.67 
  
 Expense……………………………………………………..0.00 
 
  NET INCOME……….…………………… .………………308,216.67 
 

 

Progress toward 

Mission Goal 

for 2020-2022 

May  2020 through April 2022   
 

(The NET INCOME reflects 87%  
of our mission goal  of $355,000      

for the biennium.) 

Submitted by Karen Drury, VP of Gospel Outreach & Convention Taskforce Chair 
 

I have some Good News to share!!!  All of the Mission Grants for the 2020-2022 Biennium have been PAID IN 
FULL!!!  Praise God from whom all blessings flow!!!  Thank you to everyone for sending in your mites to further 
God’s kingdom.   
 
Also...I have some more good news….  Registrations for the convention have  been steadily coming in, and the 
board would like to give even more individuals the opportunity to attend.  Therefore, we are EXTENDING THE 
DEADLINE for the EARLY REGISTRATION FEE of $160 to MAY 15.  Please take advantage of this opportunity to 
encourage more ladies to register for the convention at the lower rate.  All of the plans are coming together for a 
great convention.  We hope to see you there. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LWML 
Missouri District 

Convention 
June 3-5 

—only three weeks away! 
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Good news ! ! 



 Show Me Women In Mission Lutheran Women in Missouri  
applied God’s gifts of creativity and  

inspiration as they shared the Gospel  
message in their zones and in their  

individual churches.   RESPOND 
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St. Paul's Ladies Aid of Slater hosted the Spring 
Rally of the Concordia Zone. They served a bis-

cuit and gravy breakfast before the meeting. 
Host Pastor Walter Snyder led the opening de-
votion from the Easter Old Testament reading 

of Isaiah 65. 
Katie Davis of Barnhart talked about opportu-
nities for Young Women Representatives and 
used a "Humorous Interrupters" video from 
the national convention to address change 

among LWML societies. 
Stephanie Snyder brought greetings from LWML 
Missouri District and handed out materials so participants could 
make witness bracelets during the business meeting. The brace-

lets will be sent to MOST Ministries.  
Rachelle Borgman divided participants into prayer partners, pair-

ing off members from different societies for a month of praying 
with and for each other. After the election, Pastoral Counselor 
Mark Junkin installed the new officers and closed with a devo-

tion from Hebrews 13. 
Submitted by Yvonne Mitkos, Concordia Zone President 

Concordia Zone invigorates members 
with Spring Rally program 

The Zion Lutheran Ladies Aid / LWML mem-

bers presented each student of our Christian 

Day School with a handcrafted Easter scene 

and served them lunch on April 6, 2022. Our 

members started this project last summer 

utilizing Thrivent action team funding. We 

also collected food and personal care items 

for a local pantry.  

Submitted by Debbie Boin 

Zion-Rockville ladies proclaim 
He is Risen Indeed!  
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Fifty-eight ladies and two 
pastors attended the St. 
Charles Zone spring rally at 
Immanuel-St. Charles.  The 
ladies were asked to bring 
hygiene kits for the Or-
phan Grain Train, and the 
attendees heard from Pas-

tor Ryan Taylor about the mission 
of the Orphan Grain Train.  Over $600 was collected to help pay 

shipping costs and 129 hygiene kits were given in addition to various 
items that will be assembled into kits. 
With a $250 grant from Thrivent, Christian Women in Mission, the LWML 
society at Breeze Park Lutheran Senior Service community in Weldon 
Spring, went to work and assembled 50 hygiene kits and donated $86 for 
shipping as well.  Melba McCarver, Zone past president and a member of 
CWIM, said the ladies wanted to participate in the celebration of the 
LWML’s 80th anniversary and they agreed that this would be a wonderful 
way to be involved. Melba recalled being at the LWML’s  50th anniversary 
celebration in Cleveland, OH, as a delegate. 
The Zone also celebrated 80 years of LWML by voting to give a mite do-
nation of $800 from the Zone treasury. 
Submitted by Marian Hoehner, St. Charles Zone President 

Missouri ladies join in ‘What’s Your 80?” 

 

Tackers at St. John’s Arnold re-
cently delivered tacked quilts, 
lap robes, crocheted Afghans, 
hats and scarves  to five agen-
cies:  Veterans, Alternative  
Hospice-Fenton, Kathryn M. 
Buder Center for American Indi-
an Studies at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, Jefferson 
County Rescue Mission in Peve-
ly, and South County Nursing 
Home in Arnold, MO. 

 
 Our Ladies Aid learned that the 

Rescue Mission in Pevely would 
use the quilts, lap robes, cro-
cheted hats and scarves were 
used as Christmas gifts to each 
member of every family. 
 
The donations to the Buder 
Center were distributed at In-
digenous Peoples’ Day which 
honors native ancestors and 
future generations and the land 
we all live in. 

The group also made additional 
donations to the Orphan Grain 
Train in south St. Louis and to 
Fieser Nursing Home in Fenton. 
Total gifts given: 
87 quilts 
86 lap robes 
40 Afghans 
84 Scarves 
93 hats 
3 Shoulder wraps 
8 Ponytail holders 
1 ankle warmer 
1 neck warmer 

What’s a tacker??? 
 Ask the Arnold ladies who know from the heart 
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Freedom Ladies Society of Linn, MO organized over 
100 years ago under the leadership of the Rev. Hen-
ry F. Liescheidt and for the purpose of “assisting the 
church in its ministry to build the Kingdom of God in 
the Freedom community and beyond, and to pro-
vide opportunities for spiritual growth and Christian 
fellowship among the women of our church.”  Elev-
en ladies joined the organization meeting on July 15, 
1920 and an additional nine came on board by the 
end of the year.    (Pastor and Mrs. Liescheidt were 
honored with a luncheon upon his retirement in 
1974, having served the congregation for 54 years!) 

 
In early 
years prima-
ry fundrais-
ers to sup-
port pro-
jects of this 
group in-
cluded mak-
ing and sell-
ing quilts, 

quilting for other people, and serving lunch at farm 
auctions.  Since 1972 the annual picnic/children sup-
per and country store (sponsored by the Aid and 
assisted by our congregation) has provided funds for 
these projects. 
 
Beginning in 1920 some of the many projects have 
included installing a telephone and providing paint 
for the parsonage, providing hand-washing supplies 

Pilgrim Ladies Aid/LWML Celebrates a Century of  Blessings 

and teachers’ desk for Christian Day School, gifting 
money to the church to help cover debts during the 
Depression, serving wedding, anniversary and con-
firmand receptions, funding cabinets and equipment 
for the new kitchen, serving dinners for bereaved 
families, making yearly gifts to charitable organiza-
tions, and the like. 
 
In June of 1948, when this Society received its Lu-
theran Women’s Missionary League charter, our pur-
pose became two-fold; now we also collect mites 
which, when combined with those of women 
throughout our land, is funding the sharing of the 
Good News of Jesus throughout the world.  Participa-
tion in LWML by Aid members over the past 72 years 
includes attendance at rallies, workshops and con-
ventions, and serving on committees and as officers 
on zone, district and national levels. 
 
We praise and thank 
God for His abundant 
blessings these past 
100 years.  We pray 
that He will continue 
to help us to serve 
Him and that He will 
be our Guide in the 
future as in the past.  In the words of our theme Bi-
ble verse—Not Unto Us, O Lord, Not Unto Us, but 
Unto Thy Name Give Glory. Psalm 115:1. 
Submitted by Lois Gerschefske, President, Pilgrim 
Ladies Aid/LWML-Washington Zone. 
 

Members from Campus Lutheran Church-Columbia and 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church-Centralia met April 26  
to walk laps in our fellowship hall to collect Mites for 
Missions,  followed by a sandwich and salad supper.  We 
then gathered to watch the Call Service.  About 24 peo-
ple attended the event in Columbia. 
 

It was exciting for us to hear that Pastor James Lan-
ning will serve at Good Shepherd/Campus in a dual 
ministry capacity.     

Submitted by Catherine Simmons, Columbia Zone          

Members meet for Call Day, Mission Walk for Mites 


