
LWML models ‘Cheering in the Stands’ 
 The theme of this issue, “Cheering in the Stands,” sounds like we are at a sports 
competition, doesn’t it? We go to a game and root for our favorite team to win. 
With each advancement of our team, we hear the crowd roar with excitement 
and loud encouragement to keep on doing well. The same goes for individuals 

competing in a sport. We really want to spur them on to do their best. 
 
 In the LWML, we encourage each other a lot. We so enjoy the coming together to 
“rally” our teams to do their best for the honor of God. However, during the past 14 
months, this has not always been an easy thing to do. The pandemic has made the com-
ing together in a physical sense nearly impossible for some. Some of our groups and 
zones have not met at all or only virtually since the shut down over a year ago.  
 
 What is it that we as LWMLers can do to cheer each other on? First of all, keep each 
other in prayer asking the Holy Spirit to bless us with sanctification to lead godly lives. 
Keep in touch with your fellow Lutheran Women in Mission through phone calls, visits, 
emails. Attend whatever gatherings for the LWML are offered, be it virtual or in person. 
Encourage others to join in the fun by also attending whatever is offered by the LWML 
for enlightenment.  
 
 Our LWML Convention in Lexington will be held in person for at least the first 2000 
people who pre-registered. For those of you who did not get your registration in on time, 
there is still the possibility of the registrations opening again if/when Kentucky eases 
their capacity restrictions. For those of you who had not planned on going, or cannot get 
registered, much of the convention will be online. Please check the www.lwml.org web-
site for convention information. 
 
 As things begin to improve with the health of our country, let us be encouraged and 
cheered on by the words in Hebrews 12: 1-2: 
 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
 lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endur-
 ance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
 our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
 the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
Keep on cheering wherever your stands happen to be. To God be all praise and glory. 

 
 In Christ, 

 Sally Handrick 

 President 
 LWML Missouri District 
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By Rev. David Oddi 
Senior Counselor Cheering each other on! 

 I imagine that I am one of many Christians to whom our theme is special and meaningful. Hebrews 12:1-2, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 

 St. Paul will occasionally use athletic terms in describing our Christian journey.  This particular one is something 

that I can readily identify with.  You see, I am a runner. I have been running for over 40 years.  I have run races from 

the full marathon down to 3.1 miles.  I love it. I find peace. I find time to be lost in my thoughts.  I never forced our 

two daughters to run.  I thought that if they wanted to it would be great, but running is not for everyone.  
 

 I am pleased to say that our two grown daughters are both runners. Our grandson is a runner.  In fact, we will 

gather as a family to run a race together.  On April 24th we ran a race in the Springfield area, the “Frisco Railroad Run.”  

Our daughter Rebekka ran the marathon, our grandson Issiah, and my wife Lesley and I ran the five-miler.   
 

 I have to tell you that there is a wonderful feeling when there are people along the route ready to cheer you on 

and lift your spirit with a few words of encouragement. It is even better when your family is there cheering you on, 

and you are able to cheer them on as they run their race.  There are many times, when you may still be out on the 

course, and you see people who have already finished who cheer you on.  Those people know what you are going 

through.  They have just gone through it. They know the lonely hours of training.  They know the times you just want 

to quit and stop or just walk.  You endure stiff muscles, the minor aches and pains, and you run the race set before 

you with endurance. 
 

 The race that we run in our Christian life is very much like a physical race.  We must train.  We need encourage-

ment.  We need to encourage others as they run their races. The training however is different. As Christians we train 

on our own as we dig into God’s Word, as we pray, and as we confess our sins and seek the healing and comfort of 

God’s forgiveness earned for us by Christ and His suffering, death, and resurrection.  
 

 We also train as we come together for Bible study, for worship, and for prayer.  In longer races there will be aid 

stations at certain places along the route. You can grab some water or a sports drink. Sometimes they will have small 

items to eat so that you can be refreshed.  We as Christians are refreshed as we come to the altar to receive our Sav-

ior’s Body and Blood in, with, and under the bread and wine of The Lord’s Supper.   
 

 In a road race there are only a few people who are rewarded.  Only the fastest are recognized with plaques.  The 

rest of us are content with the effort we made and the participant’s medal, and sometimes no one cheers our effort.  

Then we will assuage our sore legs and other aches and just move on.  Of course that is not how our Christian race is 

going to work.  We are surrounded by a great cloud of cheering and encouraging witnesses.  We will endure more 

than a few aches, pains, and sore legs.  There will be trials.  There will be troubles.  There may even be persecutions 

along the course.  It may seem as if we cannot go one step farther, but the Holy Spirit will refresh us through God’s 

Word or by sending a brother or sister in Christ to us to encourage us and cheer us on.  He may send us to someone 

to cheer them on along their course in faith.   
 

 None of us runs our course in faith alone.  God is always with us.  He has given us His Word, the Sacraments,  

(Con’t on next page) 
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Witnesses encourage faith 

Stands" ...and the chairs, the escalators, and across the 

Convention Hall. Though some restrictions may have 

changed how things will look, our convention planners 

are accommodating as well as they can.   It will be a 

great experience for us all! 

 

 I am extremely happy to announce that LWML Mis-

souri District will be having one Young Woman Repre-

sentative going to Lexington. Her name is Katie Davis 

and she lives in Barnhart, MO. She is part of the Iron 

Mountain Zone and was recently elected to VP of Special 

Focus Ministries in her zone.  Like many of us, she is a 

busy woman. I am excited for her as she is traveling 

with a member of her church and her family. She will 

benefit from the experiences of those women, who are 

her "witnesses," as well as from all that is planned for 

her at convention. Please pray for safe travels and a very 

healthy time for all convention—goers in Lexington!  

 This newsletter's theme is "Cheering from the 

Stands" from Hebrews 12: 1-2. It contains a common 

confirmation verse and is also familiar as the Gradual 

for Lent.  

 

 In verse 1 the author of Hebrews refers to a great 

cloud of witnesses.  These witnesses are those of great 

faith mentioned in chapter 11, the "Faith" chapter: 

Abel, Enoch, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Ra-

hab, Gideon, and more. You read that right, Rahab. 

These people were not perfect, and some were even 

sketchy at times, but they were "all commended for 

their faith." (Heb 11:39).  

 

 Today too, we have people who have helped us 

with our faith through mentoring, prayers, and leading 

by example. The Young Women Representatives will 

learn much about LWML at convention, but every one 

of us can mentor young women.  We can "cheer them 

on" during meetings and even more importantly, on  

other days of the year.   And most importantly, pray for 

them to grow in their faith in Jesus.  

 I am so happy that the LWML convention can take 

place this June. We will certainly "Cheer from the  

By Stephanie Snyder 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

and He has given us those who are cheering us on, that great cloud of witness bearing us up, praying for us and encouraging us.  

Very much like spectators cheering their team from the stands. Except each of us are running our course in faith.   
 

 So, don’t just cheer from the stands. Continue to run your race with endurance so that you receive not a participant’s medal but 

as we are told in James 1:12, “Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 

the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.”  We too are promised that crown of life as we cross the finish 

line.  Praise and thanks be to God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Cheering each other on!    (Continued from previous page.) 
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Convention theme:  “Jesus Our Goal, run with Faith” 

Scripture:  Heb. 12:1-2 

Banner Design created by Patty May of Trinity, Clinton-Sedalia Zone 

“The colors I chose represent the following:  yellow (Light of Christ), white 

(purity of Jesus), orange (strength God gives us, Holy Spirit, light), green 

(life), brown (Jesus’ suffering and sacrificial death).   

“The symbols used are from the 776 BC Greek Olympic Race. The four 

flames  at the top of the cross represent the light the Lord gives in the dark-

ness of the world.  It is also about creation.  One the fourth day God gave 

the earth light, the moon, stars, and sun (harmony and good will). The olive 

branch wreath symbolizes peace, the Victory Wreath. The gold ring around 

the name of Jesus is purity of His worth.  JESUS is our goal, the object of  

Faith.  Circles are symbolic of the Triune God’s unending Love.  The brown 

cross is Jesus suffering and death on the cross for our sins to set us free to 

choose Eternal Life with Him.  The sea shell was probably used as a horn to 

loudly trumpet the sacred sound.  It is the strength the Lord gives us to run 

with His message, ‘Run with faith to our Savior with patience and persever-

ance.’” 

“We look into the banner design and our eyes are fixed on Jesus, the goal 

and object for our faith in running the race of Christian life.  The name of 

Jesus is encircled by the Victory  Wreath, made with olive branches.  He gave His life on earth to be our way to Eternal 

Life.  Jesus is our start and finish line.  We look up to see the torch carried around the track before the race.  Jesus is 

our torch of light that leads us out of darkness onto the racetrack of life.  In this design the first yellow flame is Jesus, 

the light of the world; the red flame is His blood that washes away our sins;  the orange flame is the Holy Spirit who 

resides within us; the fourth flame is God; the large circle of white and yellow is the Heavenly Eternal Light.  This leads 

us back to the cross where Jesus suffered and died for us as a reminder that He is our goal.  The red banner carries the 

encouragement to “Run with Faith,”  while the seashell points to our  goal.” 

Missouri District banner for 39th Biennial Convention  

to focus on Jesus, the object of our faith 

 

Progress toward  

Mission Goal  

for 2020-2022 
May 2020 through April 22, 2021 

 

Submitted by Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary 

 Income 
  Convention 2020………………………….$5,255.00 
   (Returned registrations, special gifts) 
 

  Mission Education…………………………..$250.00 
     (Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants) 
 

  Mission Fund…………………………...$135,411.99 
       (Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts) 
 

 Net Income………………………………………….$140,916.99 
OVERALL MISSION GOAL—$355,000 
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more and go more, and yet, the 
faster we go, the more we lose 
sight of when we are really going. 
 

 God says to run the race. He does 
not mean to hurry and spend our 
days at drive-up windows.  We 
should rather stay the course, run 
the race of life and be faith-full un-
til we die.  “...but they who wait for 
the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint.”  (Isaiah 40:31) 
 Every race has only one course, 

one way to get to the finish line.  
Runners who go off course lose.  
Christ is our way.  No other way will 
get us to the finish line.  If we go off 
course and follow our own desires, 
we will stumble and fall.  As our 
focus remains on Christ, on His gift 
of salvation and our goal of heaven, 
we will run the race.  We will be 
strengthened by His Word and Sac-
rament.  We will win the final prize 
— heaven. 
 
 
 

Hurry!  Hurry! 

 I don’t mean to rush you but 
hurry every change you get!  Hur-
ry!  Hurry!  This is a phrase my 
brother uses quite often when he 
needs to get somewhere, wants 
me to go with him, and I am in the 
middle of a project.    
 

 We have become a fast food 
society. Hurry! We have the con-
venience of getting what we want 
to eat prepared for us in just sec-
onds. Hurry!  Technology puts in-
formation and so much more, at 
our fingertips.  Hurry, hurry!  We 
run to be involved in more, do 

Submitted by Doris Viets 
Vice President of Communication 

Show Me Women In Mission 

RESPOND 

Lutheran Women in Missouri  
applied God’s gifts of creativity and  

inspiration as they shared the Gospel  
message in their zones and in their  

individual churches.   

Faith Lutheran at St. Robert held public worship on March 15, 
2020 and never cancelled a single worship service, Bible Study or 
Ladies Aid meeting throughout the pandemic.   
 
Pastor John Perling and a technology crew of our members taught 
us all about ZOOM for Lenten services, and the  
congregation loved the fellowship without face-to-face meetings.   
 
Then again on June 28 the building was opened  
and everything stayed on ZOOM and on Facebook as well.  Those 
who wanted to be in public worship could do so and come to the 
building in the afternoon for communion.  Meetings and Bible classes all 
met in person or on ZOOM.  God provided and showed us His blessings.   
Submitted by Karen Boorom, Rolla Zone 

Divine services continue despite Covid-19 threat 
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Faithful ladies of Peace Lutheran Church in Kansas City, Missouri have been 

meeting in the church basement most Mondays since 2002. There is quietness to 

the group, with occasional soft chatter but always the constant hum of sewing ma-

chines.  

Through 19 years, group membership has waxed and waned, 

but the purpose of the group has not. The ladies have served 

the Lord and His people by producing over 2,250 quilts and 500 

lap robes and baby quilts.  

A few of the organizations that have received these beautiful 

creations are K.C.’s Lutheran Urban Mission Agency, Raytown 

Emergency Assistance Program, St. Louis Seminary students, 

Beautiful Savior Home in Belton and Mother’s Refuge in Inde-

pendence.  

     “O God, 

     In the same umbilical way that the quilt connected us  

 as women, 

     May the rest of our days connect us as friends. 

     May we share the circle of life and love, 

     Which forgets its place of beginning and knows no end. 

      Amen” 

—Submitted by Darla Wolters, South Kansas City Zone 

Faithful service 
nears 20-year mark 

at Peace-Kansas City 

To continue to share the hope and Good News of God’s love, King of Kings Society, 

North Kansas City Zone, met in April to create paper flowers and assemble gift 

bags for our confirmands, as well as gift bags to hand out to shut-ins once home 

visits resume.  Tis good Lord, to be here! 

—Submitted by Renee Lutzen, North Kansas City Zone 

Love motivates giving 
to confirmands, shut-ins 

 — —More Blessings of Spring— — 


