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From the President’s Pen
Convention prep enters second stage
Time is on everyone’s mind it seems. Either it drags or it goes by in a
whirlwind. When there I nothing to do, we seem to have plenty of
time, but add a list of “to dos” and the day seems to fly by. Sometimes we feel like the time is simultaneously dragging and speeding
up. I guess that depends on our perspective.
Our LWML Missouri District Convention is coming up very shortly. The host committees are getting fired up and preparing what needs to be done to be good hosts for
you. The district board members are fired up doing their part to make sure the business of the district will be taken care of in a decent and proper order. I suppose you
could say that at this point in the preparations all of us are fired up and getting ready
to go!
What about you? Are you fired up and ready to go to celebrate with your sisters and
brothers in Christ at the LWML Missouri District Convention June 3-5? Sheraton Westport Lakeside Chalet in St. Louis will be our convention site, and we are anxious to be
together once again to celebrate our mission in person.
It is the 80th Anniversary of the LWML and we hope to have a lot of 80s to inspire us to
continue our work for the Lord. What’s your 80??? Perhaps your group could collect
80 hats or scarves to share with the American Red Cross to give to cancer patients, or
a “Rock-A-Thon” for 80 minutes collecting $$ pledges for the time rocked. Sharing 80
Mite Boxes with your congregation to be filled and sent in or compiling a list of 80
blessings for which you are thankful are a couple more ideas. As you come up with
your own unique ways to celebrate the 80th Anniversary of LWML, keep in mind the
opportunities you will have to share Christ while doing so. Our mission statement
says:
As Lutheran Women in Mission we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.
Be fired up and ready to go to celebrate 80 years of the LWML proclaiming Christ and
to the LWML Missouri District Convention in June. I look forward to seeing you there.

Sally Handrick,
President
LWML Missouri District

“...always being prepared
to make a defense to anyone who ask you for a reason for the hope that is in
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”
(Philemon 1:6)
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Be Prepared
By Michael Pottschmidt, Junior Counselor

“Be prepared.” I was never a Boy Scout, but this motto
has served that organization for over a century. It’s a
lesson that applies to all of us in many aspects of our
lives, not just in knowing how to start fires and tie good
knots. Financial goals, menu planning, emergency readiness, community service. It’s good to be prepared.
The apostle Peter speaks of another kind of preparedness. He talks of “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1
Peter 3:15 ESV). Of all the things that we plan for and
consider, shouldn’t our spiritual life be at the top of the
list? Shouldn’t the spiritual well-being of others be on
the top of that list too?
The readiness Peter encourages begins by knowing the
hope we have. The first half of verse 15 says, “In your
hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy” (ESV). As Lutheran
women in mission, I know you know the importance of

!

faith sharing. Faithful Christians will not sit idly by as
people around the world live and die without faith in
the Savior. However, we cannot share what we do not
have. If we will proclaim and demonstrate to others our
present and eternal hope in Jesus, that good news must
fill our heart, mind, and soul. Experiencing the depth of
God’s love, the greatness of His mercy, the magnitude
of His forgiveness, the extravagance of His grace, the
power of His promises, and the joy of His victory animates our feet to go, our hands to serve, and our
mouths to speak.
Whenever we hear the words of absolution, read the
pages of Scripture, and taste the Sacrament of the
Lord’s body and blood, God is preparing us for mission.
He assures us there is hope for us today and in eternity;
we are not a lost cause. And in giving us hope, He gives
us purpose—living our life as a witness to our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

‘Ready to Go’ means prepared, meeting deadlines
LWML Missouri District Convention
Sheraton Westport Chalet Hotel
191 Westport Plaza, St. Louis, MO

June 3-5, 2022
ww.missourilwml.org/2022 Convention
Look for the special link to make room reservations
at the special rate of $129 plus tax per night
(More detail on page 6)
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Grant recipient expresses thanks to God
At the 2021 National Convention, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) awarded Lutheran Bible Translators a
$70,000 grant for ministry vehicles. Praise God for this generous gift!
Bible translation and literacy programs are often in difficult to reach places, where road conditions are unpredictable.
The LWML grant has funded the purchases of vehicles for the Bible Translation Office of the Ethiopian Evangelical
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) and The Institute of Sierra Leonean Languages (TISLL).
Former Regional Director Jim Laesch shared about one of his visits to Sierra Leone:
We squeezed 9 passengers in a 7-passenger vehicle (plus 2 children on laps). Plastic jugs of gasoline were
strapped atop the vehicle along with boxes, luggage, and more.
We praised God after arriving at our destination 3.5 hours later.
I saw our partners had to take the extra mile and risk travelling to programs. Safe, reliable vehicles for program support and monitoring are not a luxury. They are a vital part of providing the tools to do the work
month after month. Year after year.
A durable vehicle is needed as road erosion, heavy rains, and huge potholes create driving hazards. Local bridges are
often challenging to cross during the rainy season and getting stuck in a ditch will put a team behind schedule for
reaching their destination. These conditions are a common sight in Ethiopia and Sierra Leone. Unreliable vehicles pose
a threat to safety and produce barriers to the work of Bible translation and literacy being accomplished.
This $70,000 grant from LWML will make it possible for translation and literacy workers to reach communities in these
remote areas!
“I want to commend the work of LWML. I will share with our colleagues in the field, who will join me in rejoicing. Thank
you and bless you!” exclaimed Lamin Sanneh at TISLL when he received correspondence of the grant’s approval.
On Thursday, January 27, 2022, local LWML leaders presented the $70,000 check to Chief Executive Officer Dr. Mike
Rodewald and Chief Operating Officer Rev. Rich Rudowske.
Yvonne Mitkos shared, “As LWML Concordia Zone President, it is an honor to be able to support Lutheran Bible Translators’ ministry with this grant. God is good.”
The combined efforts of the
LWML accomplish great
things. This $70,000 grant
will impact an estimated
13,787,900 people in Ethiopia (with over 20 language
communities) and 4,166,000
in Sierra Leone (with 6 language communities). These
new vehicles will allow
translation and literacy
workers to reach people in
remote regions.
"This vehicle will help us be
with the people as we translate God's word into their
languages. Thank you to the
LWML for your bold leader-

ship to make this happen!"
shared Dr. Lalissa Daniel Gemechesis, Director Department
of Mission and Theology,
EECMY.

PRESENT FOR THE CHECK PRESENTATION were (l. to r.)
Assistant Director for Development and Communications Alyssa Petty, Chief Operating Officer Rev. Rich
Rudowske, Chief Executive Officer Dr. Mike Rodewald,
Former LWML Mo. District President Ruth Rodewald,
LWML Concordia Zone President Yvonne Mitkos, and
LWML Mo. District Junior Counselor Rev. Michael
Pottschmidt.

LWML Missouri District Junior
Counselor Rev. Michael
Pottschmidt encouraged the
group with prayers of thanksgiving: “Give thanks to God for the
generosity of the many women
in mission who support ministries, such as Lutheran Bible
Translators.”
Emily Wilson
Public Relations Coordinator
Lutheran Heritage Foundation
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‘Numbers’ person resolves
time, commitment, passion
Submitted by Elaine Froeschle,
LWML Missouri District Treasurer

If you know me, I am not a writer
but a “numbers” person – which
fits my role as your District Treasurer. Being fired up and ready to
go with resolutions for the new
year is typical. I am no loner in
this category and my list includes:
1) more spiritual growth
through Bible study and
time spent in praise and
prayer, and with other
members of the body of
Christ;
2) more physical activity by
joining the gym and
getting back to playing
pickleball and other exercise routines;

3) more time with those I love
in spite of covid.
So far, I am doing okay but it
is early in the year – check
with me at Convention!
It is not too late for new resolutions; I encourage you to add
some LWML resolutions to your
list:
1) be fired up and ready to go
to our District Convention
in St Louis “For Such a
Time as This” June 3-5th;
2) be fired up and ready to go
to your next Zone Rally
where you share time
with your LWML sisters
and are nourished spiritually;

3) be fired up and ready to go
to your Society meetings.
There is one more item for being
fired up and ready to go: Mites
for Missions. The end of the Biennium is April 30th which means we
want to get as close as possible to
our $355,000 Mission Goal – in
spite of covid. I hope all of you
will join me in adding that
“something extra” to your Mite
Box.

LWML
Missouri District
Convention
June 3-5
THIS SUMMER!!!

Submitted by Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary

Progress toward
INCOME

Mission Goal

for 2020-2022

Mission Education……………..$720.00
(Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants)

Mission Fund…………………………. $246,686.86
(Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts)

May 2020 through January 2022
Total Income……………………………$247,406.86
The NET INCOME reflects 72%
of our mission goal
for the biennium.

Gross Profit……………….…………….$247,406.86
NET INCOME……….……………………..………$247,406.86

Fired Up and Ready to Go—February 2022

Page 5

Lutheran Women in Missouri
applied God’s gifts of creativity and
inspiration as they shared the Gospel
message in their zones and in their
individual churches.

Show Me Women In Mission

RESPOND

Congregational participation
exceeds expectation of ‘80’
To celebrate the 80th Anniversary of
LWML Faith Ladies Aid of St. Robert
MO invited the congregation to join the
party. A Diaper and Wipes drive is
held annually during Advent ending on
Life Sunday for the Free Women’s Center of Pulaski County.
The challenge for Faith of St. Robert
was to supply FWC with 80 pkg of
wipes and 800 diapers. The result was
60 pkg of wipes and 1336 diapers.
Praise the Lord for those who serve the
Lord with gladness.

Need to Know...
LWML Executive Committee
and Board of Directors will
meet at Faith Lutheran
Church 2027 Industrial Drive
Jefferson City, Missouri
THIS WEEKEND.
Friday supper at 5:30 at Faith.
Hotel check-in before OR after
the Friday night session.
Saturday breakfast at Best
Western.
Saturday session at 8:00 a.m.

Rally focuses on Concordia Seminary
The theme of our Rally
was Concordia Seminary
Guild and how they support our St. Louis Seminary. The Rally book
covers featured the new
stained glass windows in
the Seminary and inside
information highlighted
the Guild's luncheons.
Rally attendees were
encouraged to join the
Guild, go to their luncheons with their LWML
group and support our
Seminary. Both pastors
spoke about how the
Guild helped them dur-
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CONVENTION INFORMATION
Greetings from the members of the LWML Missouri District Convention Planning Committee! It is time to begin
planning your trip to the 27th district convention.
God willing, this convention will once again bring us
back together in fellowship to serve the Lord with gladness. The district convention task force and the St. Louis
and Rolla zones have been busy making plans just for you.
There could be no more perfect theme for our return to an

in-person convention since 2018 than “For Such a Time as
This: Esther 4:14. Now more than ever, we as Christian
women need to come together to be renewed in our
strength through messages of salvation, Bible studies, mission and ministry updates and leave empowered to spread
the news that Jesus Christ is the answer to a troubled
world ...for such a time as this.
Find convention details below.

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS….










Opening Worship/Communion/Banner Processional Service—Friday, June 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Proclaimer—Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan, LCMS Missouri District President
Saturday Convention sessions will feature Bible studies by the LWML Missouri District
Counselors, Rev. David Oddi and Rev. Michael Pottschmidt, adoption of the 2022-2024
Mission Goal, balloting for mission grants for 2022-2024 biennium; introduction and
balloting for the candidates for offices, and bylaw revisions
Mission Speaker—Rev. Dr. Robert Roegner, Apple of His Eye Ministries
Interest Session Speakers:
Beena Stanish—Heart to Heart Sisters
Rev. Rod Benkendorf—Lutheran Heritage Foundation
Carol VonSoosten—LWML Gifts from the Heart
Keynote Speaker—Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz—Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty
LWML Representative—Deaconess Betty Knapp
Saturday evening will conclude with a banquet and entertainment by local pianist, Kevin
Huckshold.

General Registration
Registration opens March 1, 2022
IMPORTANT—Registration Fee is $160
(includes Saturday lunch & Saturday banquet if received by April 30,2022. After this
date the Registration Fee is $175.)
For your convenience, you will be able to
access a registration form three different
ways. First, you can go to
www.missourilwml.org and click on the
2022 convention link. There you will have a
choice of registering online by completing
the forms, paying through PayPal or by
credit card and submitting your registration.

Or, if you prefer, you can download and print
the form, complete the information and send it
by mail with a stamped self-addressed #10 envelope to:

Sandy Schuette, Registrar
564 Hilltop Townes Dr.
Eureka, MO 63025
All registrations will receive confirmation either by EMAIL or USPS.
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Important—Delegate/Alternate Information
All Delegates/Alternates will
be required to register
ONLINE by March 31,2022.
Voting will be done electronically. Delegates will need to have
an email address to receive the
ballots. The online registration
form will be fillable and payment
can be made by PayPal or credit
card.

You will be asked to type your
email address and confirm it by
retyping the email address a second time. You will receive confirmation by Email.

Delegates MUST register and
pay for the convention in order to be eligible to cast a
vote.
Delegates will have assigned
seating by zone at the front tables in the assembly center.

Creativity a hallmark of Silent Auction
Now is the time to start those creative juices flowing for what your zones
will be donating to the Convention Silent Auction.
Space limitations preclude no more that three items/baskets per zone. Baskets should have a list of items attached and be surrounded by plastic
netting or some type of see-through material so items do not fall our or get
misplaced. Please have a suggested starting bid in mind when you bring
your items to check in.
All proceeds from the Silent Auction go to the Mission Goal.

If you have questions or need ideas for your donations, please contact Auction Chairman Joan Deuschle at deuschle351@yahoo.com (636-399-5350).
Let Joan know ASAP that you have silent auctions items. Please bring your
items to the auction room on June 3 before noon (if possible).

Calling all Crafters for Mission Fair
If you sew, knit, crochet, woodwork, paint or have other creative talents,
plan to offer for sale the articles you have lovingly made with your hands
to the many LWML’ers who love to shop! All sales go toward our Mission
Goal.
Please price your items individually before you bring them. Also, arrange
to have any unsold items picked up at the close of the fair on Saturday
evening.
If you would like to help staff the Mission Fair or have questions, contact
Barb Edwards at buffyjo610@gmail.com, or call 314-225-4421

Please be in your seat prior to
the beginning of convention sessions.
Alternate delegates who will be
taking the place of a delegate,
must inform your zone president
and have her speak with the district secretary, Hannah Jackson,
who will confirm with the registrar that the person serving as an
alternate HAS REGISTERED as a
alternate delegate.
All delegates are expected to
attend the Delegate Orientation
on Friday, June 3 at 3:00 p.m. in
the Assembly Center.

Traditional Mission Walk
has new procedures
This year’s Mission Walk has new
participation rules. No “charge” will
be exacted for the walk, but participants should begin collecting pledges for mites.
No special t-shirt will be offered but
walkers are invited to bring a
“mission walk” t-shirt from a past
convention, Wear comfortable clothing. We’ll see you at the fountain.
Questions? Contact Tami Clardy at
314-479-4703.

Order Convention Shirts
$25 in your color choice
and size selection at
www.missourilwml.org.
Click the Convention 2022
link and the drop down
‘Convention Shirt’ tab.
Click on online store link to
place and pay your order.
Shirts available for pick up
in registration area.
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LWML Missouri District 2020-22 Mission Grants
By Vote
1 Rural Military & Campus Ministry Congregation Sprung a Leak
Faith Lutheran Church, Knob Noster, MO

Grant
$6,000

Disbursed
$6,000

Balanced
Paid in Full

2 Serving Our Service Personnel
Missouri District Board of Directors

$14,000

$14,000

Paid in Full

3 Mission Central—Support at Just the Right Time
LCMS Mission Central

$15,000

$15,000

Paid in Full

4 Christ the King Comfort Dog Ministry
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Lake Ozark, MO

$10,000

$5,000

$5,000

5 The Nativity House
Free Women’s Center of Pulaski County, Waynesville, MO

$19,600

$19,600

Paid in Full

6 Support for Concordia Seminary’s Intnl. Graduate Students
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO

$20,000

$20,000

Paid in Full

7 Food & Clothing Co-op
Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN

$5,000

$5,000

Paid in Full

8 Soldiers of the Cross
LCMS Office of National Mission

$5,000

$5,000

Paid in Full

9 I was a Stranger: Lutheran Books for Immigrants
Lutheran Heritage Foundation

$12,000

$12,000

Paid in Full

10 Humanitri’s Transformational Housing Children’s Program
Humanitri

$15,000

$7,500

$7,500

11 Support for Missouri District Churches with Family Growth
Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries

$14,000

$7,000

$7,000

12 Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel
Trinity HOPE, Juliet, TN

$10,000

$10,000

Paid in Full

13 Compassion, Help & Hope
The Pregnancy Help Center, St. Louis, MO

$18,276

$18,276

Paid in Full

14 Saxony Lutheran High School “Gift of Grace”
(partial)
$2,374
Saxony Lutheran High School, Jackson, MO
Total Mission Grant Goal
$166,250
Total Disbursed to Date
Total Remaining to be Paid

$2,374

$144,376
$21,874

