
 Family resemblance shared 
 in bond, mission, image  
Have you ever been told you look, sound, or even act like someone in 
your family? For me, it is my mom. Not only do I look like she did and 

have some of her strange quirks and traits, but we also shared a deep love and 
enthusiasm for the LWML.  
 
Family resemblance goes beyond physical appearance and traits or even inher-
ited genes. As members of a family, whether birthed into, adopted, or chosen by 
some other means, we generally share a bond of some sort. For the family of the 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, this bond is expressed in our newly re-
written, recently adopted Mission Statement: 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ,  
support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. 

 
In addition to clarifying our Mission with simple language, the LWML also pro-
vided five LWML Core Values to assist our women in putting the Mission State-
ment into practice: 

Christian Women – we live as redeemed children of the Triune God. 
In God’s Word – We live in joyful response to the Holy Scriptures. 
Mission Focused – We answer God’s call to share His Gospel at home and 

abroad. 
Embrace diversity – We are sisters in Christ who value and benefit from each 

other. 
Servant Leaders – We are called and equipped by God to serve others. 
 

As sisters in Christ, we LWMLers of the Missouri District are a family. We share 
the image of Christ with each other and 
with all those with whom we come in con-
tact. May our family resemblance truly 
reflect His image daily. 
  In Christ, 
  Sally Handrick 
  President 
  LWML Missouri District 
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From the President’s Pen  

And we all, with unveiled face, 
are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of 

glory to another.  For this 
comes from the Lord who is  

the Spirit.2 (Cor. 3:18). 
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By Rev. Michael Pottschmidt 
Junior Counselor 

‘Made in God’s Image’ 

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;  
male and female he created them  (Genesis 1:27). 

 

Adam and Eve were creatures, just like any other part of God’s creation.  Yet, there was a significant differ-
ence between humanity and the animals they lived with and cared for.  Adam and Eve were created in the 
image of God. 
 

Theologians have long debated what exactly is this “image of God.”  It certainly is not about facial features, 
like a baby who is said to have his father’s cheeks or her mother’s eyes.  The best explanation is that the 
image of God “consists in the knowledge of God and holiness of the will.”1 In other words, the image of 
God means looking like God in the way we think and act. 
 

This image was lost in the fall into sin. Now, we take after our first parents as they ate the forbidden fruit, 
craving to usurp God rather than look like Him. Instead of passing down righteousness and godliness, the 
children of Adam and Eve have inherited sinfulness, self-centeredness, immorality, and death. 
 

Yet, God provides for His image to be restored in us.  Through Christ your Savior, “you have put off the old 
self with its [sinful] practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its creator” (Col. 3:9b-10, emphasis added).  “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another” (2 Cor. 3:18, em-
phasis added).  By the power of the Holy Spirit in you, you are being remade in God’s glorious image, pure 
and holy. 
 

The work we do as part of the LWML and members of the church carries the imprint of God’s goodness, 
mercy, compassion, and grace into our families, our congregations, our neighborhoods, our communities, 
and even around the world.  The character of God is demonstrated by His people, redeemed by the death 
and resurrection of Christ.  Our ministry leaves God’s own mark on those around us—the image of His ev-
erlasting love. 
 
1 Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics (St. Louis: Concordia, 1950-1957), 1:518. 

 

FEBRUARY 
 Attend Zoom Board of Direc-

tors meeting  Feb. 19 & 20; 
 Send updated Zone Officers 

List to president and secre-
tary. 

MARCH 
 Registration for LWML Con-

vention should be completed. 

Board of Directors Dates to Remember 
APRIL  
 Church workers study grant 

applications postmarked by 
April 15.  (Submit to Church 
Worker Study Grant Chairman 
Donna Hecht) 

 LWML Missouri District news-
letter deadline is Apr. 30. 

 

Did you know… 
 

The LWML Missouri District  
has 33 Individual Members  

(Per Membership Totals approved at the September 
2020 Board of Director meeting). 

 
 

For additional information about Individual Membership 
status, please see 

LWML Women’s Missionary League Bylaw Article III,  
Section 3, A-F. 
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A New Friendship in an Envelope 

day and Christmas cards.  We also spent time together at 
the next National convention in Mobile, and we are al-
ready planning convention time together at Lexington. 
 
I am so glad that I took the time to write a personal note 
and sent along her confirmation. I have really enjoyed 
visiting with my new LWML sister.   Just think, I probably 
passed her and her Mom in the aisles or I might have sat 
close to them during a session at a previous convention. 
I still think about why was I the one who got her confir-
mation letter?  Was it because someone stuffed her con-
firmation with my confirmation envelope by mistake?  I 
do not think so.  I feel this was  an opportunity for me 
planned by God. 
 
I urge each of you that next time you feel a nudge, take 
the time to follow that feeling.  You never know what 
blessings are on the other end.  Someone might need 
your help in a very small way. You can share with each 
other words of encouragement and the hope that only 
our Savior brings.   
 
I gained a family member.  We are daughters and sons of 
an awesome God, who forgives us over and over again.  
We all belong to the family of God.  We belong to a sis-
terhood, sharing our Lutheran faith and working to-
gether to tell others about the love of Christ and wanting 
them to join our wonderful family we have in our Savior. 
 
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what 
is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. 
Outdo one another in showing honor  (Romans 12:9-10). 

Have you ever felt a nudge or a funny feeling inside tell-
ing you that you need to do something?  Worse, have 
you felt that nudge but didn’t have the time or energy 
to act on it at that moment?  A couple of years ago it 
happened to me. After some thought, I followed up by 
sending one envelope.  What I gained from that enve-
lope with only one stamp was truly a gift from God. 
 
After registering for the 2017 Albuquerque Convention, 
I couldn’t wait to get my registration confirmation en-
velope.  I wanted to see how many people had regis-
tered before me and see if I got my Saturday luncheon 
session that I wanted.  (It really didn’t matter what ses-
sion I got; all the speakers were good.)  When I opened 
my envelope, I noticed a second sheet of paper.  This 
second sheet was confirmation for an LWML member in 
Pennsylvania.  Why did I get her registration? Do I sent 
it back to her?  Do I send it back to LWML and let them 
take care of it since they are the ones who sent her 
confirmation to me?  I told myself that, when I had a 
few seconds, I would work on this.  I kept getting a feel-
ing that I needed to personally contact her myself. 
 
Her address was on the top of the sheet, so a few days 
later I sent her a note along with her registration confir-
mation.  I told her that I felt for some reason God wants 
us to meet. She explained to me that her mom had al-
ways traveled with her to LWML conventions.  Sadly 
she told me that her Mom had just passed away within 
the last year.  She explained that at this convention she 
would be traveling alone.  (Now I knew why God 
wanted me to contact her!) 
 
 We sent emails back and forth, planning time to meet 
at the convention.  I was so excited to meet this LWML 
member.  At the convention we met and spent time 
talking over lunch. Since meeting, we exchange birth-

By Crystal Lueckenhoff 
Vice President of Christian Life 
crystaljczonelwml@yahoo.com 
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April will be a very bright month in the Show Me State! 
The LCMS Missouri District is pleased to announce the 
very first statewide servant event, 
happening April 16-25, 2021. 
Based on Matthew 5:16, the initia-
tive is called Shine! and encour-
ages participants to serve others 
so that God may be glorified. 
 
The concept is simple: All 
churches, schools, ministries, 
RSOs, etc. throughout Missouri 
are welcome to register on the 
District’s website. Groups are then 
free to assess the needs of their 
community and find a project that works for both the 
size and skill set of their group.  
 

Teams may safely work side-by-side or complete tasks as 
individuals (e.g., A group commits to writing letters to 

troops, but members do so from 
their homes to limit exposure to 
others.) Anytime between April 16 
and April 25, teams can then serve 
for an hour, two…or more! 
 
To add to the brightness of the ini-
tiative, the Missouri District is 
blessed to work with generous 
sponsors to provide participants 
with an official Shine! t-shirt to 
wear as they serve. 
 
To get things started for your 

group, head to https://mo.lcms.org/shine.   
          Submitted by Leah Sievking 
           Assistant to  LCMS Missouri District President 
           Mission Advancement 

Opportunities abound to SHINE God’s light to neighbors 

Mission Grants in the amount of $65,000 were recently paid out for the following 2020-2022 grants: 
          AMOUNT DISBURSED  BALANCE 
 
Rural Military & Campus Ministry Congregation Sprung a Leak [$6,000]  $6,000   Paid in Full 
 Faith Lutheran, Knob Noster, MO 
 

Serving Our Service Personnel [$14,000]     $7,000   $,7000 
 Missouri District Board of Directors 
 

Mission Central—Support at Just the Right Time [$15,000]   $15,000  Paid in Full 
 LCMS Mission Central 
 

Christ the King Comfort Dog Ministry [$10,000]     $5,000   $5,000 
 Christ the King Lutheran Church, Lake Ozark, MO 
 

Support for Concordia Seminary’s Intnl. Graduate Students [$20,000]  $10,000  $10,000 
 Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
 

Food & Clothing CO-Op [$5,000]      $5,000   Paid in Full 
 Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN 
 

Soldiers of the Cross [$5,000]       $5,000   Paid in Full 
 LCMS Office of National Mission 
 

I was a Stranger: Lutheran Books for Immigrants [$12,000]   $12,000  Paid in Full 
 Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
TOTAL MISSION GRANT GOAL—$166,250 TOTAL REMAINING TO BE PAID—$101,250   

Mission Grant payout marks nearly 40 percent of total 
Submitted by Karen Drury, VP of Gospel Outreach 
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ther the reach of the LWML.. We 
rely on the district board to know if 
the young women selected are the 
right representatives. 
 

Please encourage women of this 
age group to attend. They are not 
required to have attended a dis-
trict convention prior to the na-
tional convention.  There will be 
child care available. Please see 
page "O" in the Winter 2020 Quar-
terly for details. If you have any 
questions, please call me at 660-
202-3015 (cell) or 660-463-7553 
(landline). 
 
To mail the application,  send it to: 
Stephanie Snyder 
311 S Gordon St. 
Concordia, MO 64020 
Or you may use my email at sassy-

saintlouis@gmail.com   
 

It is best to save the application as 
a PDF before sending. 
 

The form states to send it to your 
district president, but please send it 
to me. 
 

We are still working on Heart to 
Heart Sisters (H2H). Again, you can 
find more information on lwml.org, 
and find the drop down menu un-
der Fellowship (as above) and click 
on Heart to Heart Sisters. This will 
open up resources for H2H. Contact 
me by phone or email for further 
thoughts, questions or sugges-
tions!! 
Serve the LORD with Gladness!! 
(Psalm 100:2). 
 

A way to encourage young women in our purpose 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She is a little young to be a Young 
Women Representative (YWR) at 
the next LWML convention in Lex-
ington, KY, but "Any mature young 
woman, preferably 22-35 years of 
age, who is a member of the LCMS 
and has not previously attended a 
national convention as Young 
Woman Representative  is eligible 
to become a YWR." 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR SENDING THE 
YWR APPLICATIONS HAS BEEN EX-
TENDED TO FEBRUARY 15. You can 
find the application by going 
to lwml.org.  Mouse over Fellow-
ship and click the dropdown menu 
to Young Women in Mission. At 
the bottom of the page, there are 
three pictures with banners on 
them. Choose Conventions/Young 
Woman Reps. You will find  Selec-
tion Guidelines and Applications 
on hot links under the header of 
Become a Young Woman Repre-
sentative (YWR). 
 
Our website states:  While 22-35 is 
the suggested age, we welcome 
women who are slightly outside of 
the age range as we look to  fur-

 

By Stephanie Snyder 
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries 

Progress toward Mission Goal for 2020-2022 
May through December 2020 

Submitted by Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary 
 

 Income 
  Convention 2020………………………….$5,255.00 
   (Returned registrations, special gifts) 
 
  Mission Education………………………..    $50.00 
     (Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants) 
 
  Mission Fund……………………………….$96,555.62 
       (Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts) 
 
 Net Income……………………………………………$101,860.62 

OVERALL MISSION GOAL—$355,000 
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Show Me Women In Mission 

RESPOND 
Lutheran Women in Missouri  

applied God’s gifts of creativity and  
inspiration as they shared the Gospel  
message in their zones and in their  

individual churches.   

Normal mission projects continue in abnormal year 
 

Concordia, Frohna LWML, in the Altenburg Zone did not let the pan-
demic keep them from fulfilling their mission projects. Right before the 

March, 2020 “shut-down,” the soci-
ety had tacked almost 70 World 
Relief quilts.  In addition to the 
World Relief effort, quilts were also 
distributed to a local Family Crises 
Center and Lutheran Family and 
Children’s Services. 
 

[Pictured left] Eighty-nine-year- old 
Mildred Grebing has pieced nearly 
1,000 quilt tops for her society.  She 
also tacks and hems quilts at home. The 
Frohna gals will be helping tack 70 more of 
Mildred’s quilts when they meet weekly 
through February and March. 
    —
Submitted by Pat Petzoldt, Concordia Frohna   

NE virtual Rrally features Care for Caregivers ingathering 
Zion Lutheran Sonshine Society hosted the Northeast Zone Fall Rally as a 
virtual rally through printed packets, email and a Facebook Event page. 
 

Our theme was on Caring for Caregivers, based on 1 Thess. 5:11a. We set 
up a Facebook event page and sent information via email as well. We in-
cluded information from guest speaker Madonna Waters, a member of 
our society and also the founder of an organization called “Val’s Pals”. The 
event page included a video from Madonna explaining her organization, a 
devotion and prayer points put together by our Pastor Wes Gehrke, a wel-
come by our society president, and a list of supplies to collect for an in-
gathering.  
 

Val’s Pals is a non-profit organization that Madonna founded in memory of her sis-
ter. Participants put together tote bags of supplies for caregivers and their cancer 
patients. Items such as devotions, lip cream, hand sanitizer, hard candies, note pads, 
adult coloring books, colored pencils, tissues, playing cards, toothbrush and tooth-
paste help make sitting with a cancer patient easier and show care. 
   —Submitted by Susan Schwanke, Zion Palmyra-Northeast Zone  

CONCORDIA-FROHNA LWML displayed their 
quilts at a recent rally in their zone.  Beautiful! 
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The LWML of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Lee’s Summit 
sponsored a sale of cookie mixes and soup mixes in jars in-
stead of traditional bake sale and church dinner fundraisers.  
These decorated jars made fine gifts for others or time-
savers for oneself.  Proceeds were donated to Lee’s Summit 
Social Services, an organization that benefits our neighbors 
in a number of ways, including assistance with food, utili-
ties, rent and prescriptions. 
 —Submitted by Jean Stubbs, St. Matthew-South KC Zone 

Lee’s Summit society finds way  
to adapt to these unusual times 

Trinity Lutheran Missionary Society-Jefferson 
City Zone, met for a service project that was 
included with their regular meeting.  Mem-
bers addressed and wrote messages in 
Christmas cards to send to shut-ins, military 

members, and society members 
who were not able to attend the 
meeting.   
 

In this time of isolating and 
quarantining, it was a fun way to 
send messages to those who are 
not able to attend in per-
son.  Earlier in the month, the 
society decorated the Christmas 
tree that is in the Fellowship Hall 
of the church.   

—Submitted by Martha Kleindienst, Trinity-
Jefferson City Zone 

Military, shut-ins 
in mission hearts 

of LWML 

Over the last several years, Trinity 
Missionary Society-Jefferson City has 
provided materials to complete over 
870 pair of shoes for Sole Hope, an 
organization dedicated to aid patients 
in living a life free from jiggers. Sole 
Hope employs about 25 full-time 
Ugandan men and women to hand-
craft shoes from the material cut out 
by these ladies.  

A jigger starts out so small it is nearly 
invisible. It burrows into a person’s 
skin and latches onto blood vessels. 
Within days the jigger swells to 
over 1000 times its size while continu-
ously laying eggs. Those eggs hatch, 
mature, and lead to an infestation. 
The results of jigger infestation 
are pain, itching, and infection. Chil-
dren stop walking to school. Adults 

can’t care for their families. The eld-
erly become captive in their homes. 
 

Worst of all, due to widespread cul-
tural beliefs, people infested with 
jiggers are often shunned for the 
“curse” painfully visible upon their 
body. 

 

Missouri Society is dedicated to Sole Hope effort to stop jigger infestation in Uganda 

LWML MEMBER LORA KEMPFE 
performed a skit entitled “I AM 
Jesus’ Little Lamb” for the St. 
Paul’s-Independence society, 
South Kansas City Zone. Props 
were made by Kris Rosenberg. 

 


