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From the President’s Pen

LEAVE THE LIGHT ON
In Matthew 5:16, we are instructed to Let your light shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
When I Googled Matthew 5:16, it brought up the question, “How do we let
your light shine?” The following 10 Selfless Ways To Let Your Light Shine
were given:
1.
Don’t forget to smile
2.
Be there for a friend
3.
Give genuine compliments
4.
Be friendly
5.
Use your passion
6.
Share your optimism and gratitude
7.
Give to charity
8.
Give what you can
9.
Listen with intent
10.
Empathize with others

“...let your light shine before others, so that they

may see your good works
and give glory to our Father
who is in heaven”
(Matthew 5:16).

Google went on to say, “Being the light to others is the best thing you can do as it reflects your heart and soul. When you have a pure and kind soul, it’s your nature to
give others the hope and love they deserve. Through your heart, you can show others
to be someone who’s selfless to a point of not expecting anything in return. In fact,
your radiance and light is the very reason why others are drawn towards you.”
Now, this list is admirable and certainly gives good advice about being a good person
(although it is definitely putting the emphasis on self-righteousness) but the Holy Spirit
intended for us to do these good works to bring glory to our Heavenly Father not to
ourselves. Leading people to worship the true God is the whole purpose of doing good
deeds. Luther said, “What [Jesus] calls ‘good works’ here is the exercise, expression,
and confession of the teaching about Christ and faith…. Shining is the real job of believing or teaching, by which we also help others to believe.”

Our LWML Mission Statement says, “As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.” It
is our intent to glow with the light of Christ as we go about serving God by serving others. May our service always give glory to God and help others to see the light of His
love reflecting through us. And, may this light always remain on!
As our newly elected LWML Vice President of Christian Life, Susan Brunkow, always
says, “Shine On!”

Sally Handrick, President
LWML Missouri District
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Meaningful influence
by Rev. Michael Pottschmidt,
Junior Counselor
Who is the person or persons who have influenced you the
most when it comes to your attitudes, actions, and behaviors?
When I have asked this question in the past, there were definite themes in the responses given. Family members were
prevalent—parents, grandparents, and siblings. Friends and
neighbors were listed as being influential, also teachers, professors, and work colleagues. A couple of pastors made the list,
so I liked hearing that.
“As the people of God,

Even as we think about the people
who have influenced us, consider
the people we influence. I imagine
front-and-center
each of us would say we want to
be a positive influence on others.
when it comes
We want to leave a profound legato affecting people’s cy to our family and our community; we might even wish to have
lives for the better.”
some kind of international influence. How can we use the time
God gives us—the days and months and years—to make a real
difference? Can we leave the world a better place than we
found it? Now, they may not name any buildings in our honor,
and there may never be a statue of us in a town square, but I
would suspect we all would like to have some kind of meaningful influence over the course of our life.

we are to be

Jesus talks about the influence of salt and light. He says to His
followers, “You are the salt of the earth. … You are the light of
the world.” We know just how useful salt is for preserving food
and light in a dark setting. Jesus goes on, “Let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give

glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:13, 14a, 16
ESV). Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a twentieth century Lutheran pastor, theologian, and martyr offers this reflection: “Flight into
the invisible is a denial of the call [of discipleship]. A community of Jesus which seeks to hide itself has ceased to follow
Him.”1 As the people of God, we are to be front-and-center
when it comes to affecting people’s lives for the better. It’s
fundamental to who we are and what we do as disciples of
Jesus.

This teaching follows immediately after the Beatitudes in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Blessed are the poor in the spirit,
those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, and the list goes on. The theme of the Beatitudes is the
reality that our true and ultimate blessing is the reward that
comes to us through Jesus. This prize transcends our human
limitations and present-day circumstances; it extends beyond
our days and years on earth. “Rejoice and be glad,” Jesus
says, “for your reward is great in heaven” (Matthew 5:12
ESV). That heavenly reward is the blessing Jesus Christ brings
into lives that are darkened by despair and sin and death.
Each of us needs the transforming influence of Jesus Christ
that comes through His death on the cross and resurrection
victory. By God’s grace, this heavenly blessing is ours! Our
mission, then, is to share the blessing of the Beatitudes. As
salt and light, our Christian influence means helping people to
see and know Jesus Christ, our Savior—and theirs!
There is a story of an Englishman from the days when English
villages were lighted by lamps along the street. One evening,
this Englishman was watching with a friend as a lamplighter
moved slowly in the distance, lighting the lamps along the
street. As he watches this scene, the man turns to his friend
and says, “There is what I mean by being a real Christian. You
can trace his course by the lights that he leaves burning.” As
we walk through life and encounter people each day, what
lights do you leave burning as you share Jesus Christ, the Light
of the world? What kind of meaningful influence are we making in our community and beyond?
1Dietrich

Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (United Kingdom: Touchstone,
1995), 118.
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Christ is sure way out of the dark
When we were children, many of us
were afraid of the dark. Our imaginations ran wild as we pondered
what might be under the bed or in
the closet. While we did not understand it at the time, most of our fears
were purely figments of our imagination. Imaginary or not, the darkness
can be terrifying.
Light is essential for life. The light of
the sun is essential for plant growth.
Without light, human activity would

Issue
theme
prompts
sweet
memory
Submitted by Rozella Holm
Faith Lutheran, Warsaw, MO

be impossible. Genesis 1:2-3 tells us
that in the beginning, “darkness was
over the face of the deep” until God
said, “Let there be light.” Exodus
13:21 records that when the Israelites fled from slavery in Egypt, the
Lord lighted their way at night by a
pillar of fire.
But as children often fear the night,
do we need to fear the darkness that
is in the world? Because Christ is the
light of the world, the answer is no.

Submitted by Doris Viets
VP of Communications

Christ is “the true light, which gives
light to everyone.” He opens our
eyes to the salvation He has won for
us and lights up the way Christians
should walk. Jesus proclaims that we
also are lights of the world. And He
adds, “Let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven.” That’s a
recipe for real living!! The darkness
in the world can never dim Christ or
the light He brings.

The phrase “Leave the Light On!” brings tears to my eyes—yet, joy in
my heart. For me, this phrase takes me back to the early childhood
days of my three little girls attending Vacation Bible School in our area. They were excited and happy when they sang their favorite song,
“This Little Light of Mine, I’m Gonna Let it Shine!” Singing with their
group, while doing all the hand actions, sweet smiles beamed from
their faces, and their bright eyes were open wide with excitement.
Anyone could see and feel the love of the children, but also that of
grandparents, parents, and other relatives and friends as they
watched the little ones confessing and showing their love for Jesus—
the light of the world. Through the children’s faith, they were witnessing and bringing the message of love from our Lord—“I am the
Way the Truth, and the Light” (John 14:6).
My daughter Tonya was a special child of God, living with some disabilities, but still loving life and her Lord. Though she didn’t live a long
life, the one she had was full of love for her Savior. Before she
passed, she requested the song “This Little Gospel Light of Mine’ to
be sung by the congregation at her funeral, and we did. She was still
wanting everyone to know about the love and forgiveness of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
I’ll always remember our daughter with her blonde-haired puppy ears
pulled to the side, sparkling blue eyes, and doing the hand actions to
“This Little Gospel Light of Mine.” Even after God called her home,
she was witnessing and telling everyone around her that her light for
Jesus was continuing to burn, and Jesus’ Light is always on for His children.
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Member speaks of receiving, reflecting Jesus’ light
Submitted by Carolyn Borgman
Faith-Warsaw, Sedalia Zone

Several images come into my head when the words

our lights burning, sharing Christ with our families, our

Leave the light on are spoken! The first being, “What?”

friends, our neighbors, and those with whom we come

Growing up in a modest home setting in the town of

into contact. Today I probably get a lot of flack behind

Blackwater, MO, I remember my parents saying, “Turn

my back for posting Christian messages on Facebook, but

the light off!” In fact, to this day, I walk through my

If only one is blessed from Scripture, or inspiration from

children’s homes and turn off lights when no one is in

God, it is worth it.

the room or hallway. Things from our childhood seem
to “stick!” And that is a blessing from God! Another

The next image that comes to my mind is Hotel 6,

image that sticks is going to Sunday School in Stanber-

“Leaving the light on for you.” A feeling of home, com-

ry, MO with my cousins and singing, “This Little Gospel

fort, and someone caring about you. That is exactly the

Light of Mine.”

way God cares for each of us. He listens to our needs,
knowing them full well before we ask Him. He has given

In my home church, there were few children, so gath-

us His Word, the Holy Bible, to reassure us of His promis-

ering in church with all of my first cousins was very

es to be with us always, never leaving us, and going on

memorable. (My mother was one of nine children.)

ahead to heaven, preparing a place for us. His Light is

“Hide it under a bushel, NO! I’m going to let it shine.”

on, and we are enroute during this life to meet Him in

“Shine all over the neighborhood, I’m going to let it

heaven for the Bright Lights of Paradise!

shine!” Perhaps that was the beginning of my desire to

serve the Lord with gladness. I wanted to share the

I encourage each of you to reach down into your

Light of the World with everyone around me. Al-

memory box and recognize how special Jesus’s Light is to

though I didn’t go into foreign countries as a mission-

you and the decisions you make every day in a sinful

ary, my heart is full of love and prayers for those who

world. You can know full well that you are to share the

serve there. I support them through MITES, encourage

Light of Christ with everyone you meet and can look for-

Mission Festivals, and love hearing and seeing the

ward to seeing the bright lights of heaven in His time.

work of those out in the field. I am anxious to meet
Erin Mackinzie, who serves in Latin America, the Carib-

“This then is the message which we have heard of Him,

bean, and the Dominican Republic. She will be our Au-

and declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no

gust Mission Festival guest speaker.

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with Him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if

Gary Thies, from Mission Central in Iowa, ordained

we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellow-

every attendee at the LWML National Convention this

ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his

year as a missionary! Wherever we are, we must keep

Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1: 5-7 KJV).
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Much needed light
Motel 6 did a series of commercials that all ended with, “We’ll
Leave the Light On For You”. I first
thought of a dark night with wearied travelers coming in late, seeing a well-lit hotel, lights left on
like a beacon to shine forth a welcome. While true that a hotel or
home with the lights ablaze does
serve as a target destination; a
glowing room also helps those already at home there.
I was recently reminded of this, so
I want to share my experience
from the 2021 convention—which
I did not attend—because it is a
perfect example of LWML ladies
letting the light shine through
them for Christ. And oh, do the
Lutheran Women in Mission certainly know how to keep the light
on, both for those in this weary
world yet to be greeted and for
other LWML sisters!
Darkness. This year has been rough
for me with medical struggles and
a tough diagnosis. It was with a
heavy heart that I realized, due to
a major surgery mid-June, I would
not be able to attend the convention. I notified the registrar and let
my travel buddies know. As I was
being released from the hospital,
these friends were pulling purple
clothing and packing their suitcases for the trip.
The day these ladies left by car,
Louisville-bound, one of them sent
me a surprise text. Though I could
not attend the convention in per-

Submitted by Hannah Messman
Recording Secretary

son, there was no way they were
going to let me fully miss it. So they
made a “flat Hannah” (in the style
of The Flat Stanley Project—started
in 1995 by Dale Hubert, based on
the title character of the 1964 children’s book, “Flat Stanley”). They
took it a step farther and created a
channel on the convention communication page just for “Flat Hannah”, where they posted that Flat
Hannah would be taking in all the
sights and excitement of the convention, and inviting others to take
Flat Hannah out for an adventure
and take some fun pictures with
her. The ladies then carried “me”
around as they attended the convention and posted multiple pictures each day. Making a Flat Hannah may seem like a simple act, but
all of this, especially at a dark time
for me, shed some much needed
light. It pulled at my heart strings
and even my tear ducts.
Yes, the devil was working methodically in his dark ways—reminding
me that I was not able to attend the
convention, tempting me to doubt
God’s promises amongst medical
concerns, throwing an infection and
high fevers in as I tried to recover.
To these, God’s blessings continued
to overflow my cup through Lutheran women serving the Lord with
gladness. Flat Hannah was just the
beginning. At all levels of the
LWML, there have been constant
prayers, cards, texts, calls, visits,
and even a meal train.
This love for thy neighbor—the light
of care for me by LWML sisters—is

all possible because of Jesus, the
Light of the world. THIS is exactly
what the LWML is all about, and
why I am so thankful to be a part of
it. The LWML shines the light of
Christ, proclaiming His good news
as His servants. (2 Corinthians 4:5.)
We can do nothing on our own, but
have been baptized into Christ.
(Ephesians 2:1; Titus 3:4–7; Romans
6:1–10) Thanks be to God, who is
light, “and in Him there is no darkness at all”. (1 John 1:5) Even on our
darkest days, God is faithful and we
are forgiven, now free to not only
brightly shine His light to the world,
but also to let it “give light to all in
the house” (1 John 1:5–9, Matthew
5:15).
Though I thank the Lord for these
ladies who recently shimmered a
reminder of God’s love for me, it is
never about these sisters. All the
convention and daily tasks—from
the Mission grant selection, the Bible studies, the fellowship and hugs
to the regular business meetings
and zone rallies, the cheerfully filling mite boxes and preparing meals
for those in need, all “willing service
wherever and whenever He has
need”, service by our hands, feet,
voice, and lips (parts here from the
LWML pledge)—all of this is so that
the world may know Jesus. With
our glad service, prayers, and with
all that we have and are, may the
LWML continue to glow with
Christ’s light. By this, we give glory
to our Father who is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16) Indeed, Soli Deo
gloria!
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Shining
Jesus’
Light
at
Convention
Submitted by Stephanie Snyder
VP of Special Focus Ministries

Running the race and leaving the light on. Traveling to convention always
seems like hurry up and wait. Getting excited and having delays. Road construction and family emergencies slow us down, but we get there. It is a race.
And although we didn't stay at the hotel that says, "We"ll leave the light on
for you" there were people to help us get settled in no matter how late or
early we arrived. We had to walk a bit to get to the convention hall, we hurried to see friends, meet new ones, arrive on time to see/hear/participate in
worship and Bible study, and to hear
how our mites are spreading the love of
Jesus throughout His Kingdom.
But the race was not about being on
time, it was and is about looking to Jesus
for our final destination. We got to shine
our light by sharing Jesus' love with so
many women (and men) during our time
at convention. I was excited to see so
many young women there.
Our Young Woman Rep was Katie Davis. She comes from Barnhart, MO and is
a member of the Iron Mountain Zone. She is excited to speak at your rallies
or other gatherings to present ideas to help reach women of all ages be a
part of LWML,Her email is katdavis0614@gmail.com and she will be happy
to connect with members of Missouri District LWML.
Keep running your race while shining your light!!

Submitted by Carol Riedel, Financial Secretary

Progress toward
Mission Goal
for 2020-2022
May 2020 through July 2021

Income
Convention 2020………………………….$5,255.00
(Returned registrations, special gifts)

Mission Education…………………………..$250.00
(Special gift earmarked for Church Worker Study Grants)

Mission Fund……………………………$164,499.47
(Mite offerings, memorials, sale of stamps, rally offerings, love gifts)

Net Income…………………………………….$170,004.47
AT 58% OF THE BIENNIUM, WE HAVE REACHED 48% OF OUR GOAL OF $355,000.
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Lutheran Women in Missouri
applied God’s gifts of creativity and
inspiration as they shared the Gospel
message in their zones and in their
individual churches.

Skit participants’ attire
gives nod to zone anniversary year.

Washington Zone celebrates ‘Return to Rally’
The Washington Zone LWML held the Spring Rally at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Hermann, MO, on April
25, 2021. The theme was “Here I am Lord”, based on Isaiah
6:8. We celebrated the 75th Anniversary of the Washington
Zone LWML. Women were encouraged to dress in attire
from the 1940’s, if available.
This was the first rally we were able to have since the beginning of COVID-19 in March of 2020. Our 75th Anniversary
Celebration had been scheduled and canceled three times.
A booklet and scrapbook on the history of the Washington
Zone was compiled by LWML member Lois Gerschefske.
The skit entitled “Why LWML?” was presented by women
of the host society.
We elected a new Secretary and Treasurer. Installation for
these two women and the President (elected by email in
2020) and Counselor (appointed by email in 2020) was
held. The Past Presidents in attendance were also recognized. Refreshments of cake and coffee and fellowship
were enjoyed by all.

Washington Zone Past Presidents exude happiness for serving the Lord.

Submitted by Patty Walkenhorst, Washington Zone President

Concordia-Frohna share quilt stories
at May guest night
“Quilt Turning” was the theme of Concordia, Frohna’s May
LWML guest night. The event was held at the historical old
German homestead of The Saxon Lutheran Memorial in Frohna. A nice crowd enjoyed playing a quilt block naming game.
The one(s) able to name correctly the most quilt blocks won a
prize. The main event was showing quilts brought by mem-

bers and guests. As the “turners” raised each quilt, the owner
explained the story behind their quilt. Many nostalgic stories
were related to the quilts. The evening ended with a reading
about World Relief Quilts, prayer and refreshments.
Submitted by Pat Petzoldt, Concordia Frohna-Altenburg Zone

How many
quilt blocks
can you
name?

