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President 
 

 

Sally Handrick, Perryville, Missouri   

Altenburg Zone    

                          

LWML: Mission Grants Committee Chairman and member 

DISTRICT: Committee on Young Women Chairman, Nominating Committee Chairman, 

Member Development Committee, Structure Committee, Christian Life Committee, Assembly of 

Leaders attendee, Arrangements Chairman Texas District Convention 1994, Board of Directors, 

Gospel Outreach Committee, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, PING—Missouri District, Co-

Chair of Missouri District Convention 2016, Interim Vice President of Communications 

ZONE: Christian Growth Committee Chairman and member, Nominating Committee, President, 

Effective Society Planning (ESP) Facilitator, Christian Leadership Training Chairman, 

Communications Manager 

LOCAL: Member Development Chairman, Recording Secretary, Christian Growth Committee 

CHURCH: Board of Education, Lutheran School teacher, Choir, Bible Study leader, VBS song 

leader 

COMMUNITY: Perry County Lutheran Chorale, AAL Regional Volunteer/Thrivent Financial 

for Lutherans Chapter leader, school volunteer parent-teacher, Red Cross volunteer, Lutheran 

Braille Workers, hospital auxiliary 

EDUCATION: Attended Concordia College, Austin, Texas; BA in Education from Concordia 

Teacher’s College, River Forest, Illinois 

OCCUPATION: Homemaker, retired from teaching and as an H&R Block client service 

representative, volunteer in many aspects 

VISION STATEMENT: Knowing that we are God’s representatives in the world, my vision is 

for the LWML to serve as a resource and encouragement for all to be in the Word daily—

growing in Christ so that we may readily share Him with all whom God places in our paths.   

 

 



President 

 

Diane Knutson, Tuscumbia, Missouri 

Jefferson City Zone  

 

Diane Knutson is a member of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Lake Ozark, MO.   

 

She is finishing her term as Jefferson City Zone President and also is serving as the Chairman of 

the 2018 District Convention.   

 

In Missouri District, she has served as Church Worker Study Grant Chairman for four years.   

 

On the zone level, besides being President, she has also served as Christian Life, Human Care, 

Structure and Retreat Chairman. In her society, she has served as President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Human Care, Historian and Tea Chairman. 

 

Diane and her husband Darrell just celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  They are parents 

of three daughters, two grandchildren, one great-grandson plus many four-footed kids.   

 

She retired from a variety of jobs, including bookkeeping, sales, and management.  

 

She is a monthly volunteer at Hope House of Miller County and serves as secretary for the Miller 

County Historical Society.   

 

For fun, she enjoys designing and making banners, genealogy, card making, crafts, 

woodworking, writing plays, skits and making people laugh.   

 

LWML is a major part of her life, and she feels that serving others is her spiritual gift.  

  

VISION STATEMENT:  Let our joy in serving be so apparent to all those around us, that 

others will be drawn to us, opening the door to sharing Christ through service. 

 



Pastoral Counselor 

 

Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf, Frohna, Missouri 

Altenburg Zone 

 

Rev. Rod A. Benkendorf was born and raised in Orange, CA. After graduating from Lutheran 

High School of Orange County, he went to Concordia College Seward, NE to become a Lutheran 

High School Teacher. He received his first teaching Call (1991) to Houston, TX and taught 

Religion, Math, and Computers for seven years. He originally went to Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis with the intention of going back into teaching. After receiving His M.Div. he stayed to 

work on a PhD. During which he served as a part-time pastor at Gethsemane Lutheran in Lemay 

(2005-2008). It was during this time that he remembered he liked people much more than the 

library, reading books, and writing a dissertation. He did not finish his dissertation. In 2008 he 

received a Call to Frohna, MO and became full-time pastor there. He has been serving there as 

sole pastor ever since. 

  

Pastor Benkendorf currently serves as Circuit Visitor for the Altenburg circuit. He also joyfully 

serves as LWML Zone Counselor. He is on the Board for the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

(LHF) whose mission it is to translate our Lutheran writings into other languages. 

  

Most importantly, Rod Benkendorf is husband to a wonderful woman named Sarah and dad to 

two beautiful daughters, Katie and Megan. Sarah teaches at Saxony Lutheran High School in 

Jackson, MO and is Concordia’s choir director and one of the organists. Katie (class of 2019) 

and Megan (2021) are both students at Saxony and share their mother’s musical talent. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: I have never not known of LWML. Since my early childhood at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange, CA, LWML has been visible. But I can honestly say that it 

was not until I went to Seminary and my sister asked me to help her with something she was 

doing with her LWML group that I started reflecting on what LWML actually does. 

  

But from that time on, I started paying more attention. 

  

Then I became Zone Counselor and I REALLY started paying attention! The number of 

activities LWML does to support the spread of the Gospel is incredible! Whether it is 

humanitarian aid or direct support of the spread of the Gospel message or anything in-between, it 

is all being done to the furthering of sharing God’s Love in Christ Jesus. Everyone and their 

brother/sister should be excited about the work of LWML. 



And this is what I see is one of the needs of LWML in the future. It is to make the mission of 

LWML even more visible. To let more and more people know what the mission of LWML is. To 

let more and more people know exactly how LWML is fulfilling that mission. To let more and 

more people know how they can support the mission and work of LWML. To get more people 

excited about LWML! Obviously, by definition, LWML is a woman’s group; but that does not 

mean LWML can’t have the full support and encouragement of all in each local congregation. 

  

The other need walks right alongside the first. It is to make LWML more accessible to younger 

woman. In this day and age, there is so much vying for everybody’s time and attention. LWML 

needs to make a concentrated effort to show younger women how valuable their help is in 

making LWML succeed in its mission. If this means “we’ve never done it that way before” must 

be said and done in order to fulfill the mission, so be it. Not to the exclusion of those who have 

faithfully served over the years, but to the inclusion of those who are so desperately needed to 

keep the mission of LWML alive. 

  

LWML is an incredible organization. I pray that it is God’s Will that LWML continues to exist 

for many, many years. This is my prayer for one simple reason: The mission and work of LWML 

supports the sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no greater mission than Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral Counselor 

 

Rev. David M. Oddi, Maryville, Missouri 

St. Joseph Zone 

 

Pastor Dave Oddi is originally from Buffalo, N.Y.  He is 58 years old.  He and his wife Lesley 

met while serving in the United States Army and have been married for 34 years.  They have two 

daughters, Sara Oddi and Rebekka Nicholl (Mike).  Rebekka and her husband Mike have two 

children, Issiah and Ellizabeth.  Pastor Oddi worked for 22 years at Boeing in St. Louis.  He 

received his Bachelors from Concordia University Wisconsin in 2001 and his Masters of 

Divinity from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis in 2007.  He was ordained in July of 2007 and 

installed as associate pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Farmington, Missouri, where he 

served for almost three years before accepting a call to serve as sole pastor of Hope Lutheran 

Church in Maryville, Missouri in 2010. 

 

Pastor Oddi has always considered involvement with the activities of the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) to be an important part of his service, and he is grateful for all of 

the LWML’s service in God’s Church.  He was involved with LWML activities during his 

vicarage at Redeemer in Springfield, Missouri.  He supported the LWML during his service at 

St. Paul in Farmington with devotions, Bible studies, attending meetings and activities and he 

continues to attend the LWML meetings and activities at Hope Maryville.  Pastor Oddi is 

currently serving as pastoral counselor for the St. Joseph zone and has been doing so for 7 years; 

he also worked with the 2014 LWML District Convention planning committee.    

 

VISION STATEMENT: For 75 years now the ladies of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League have been living their mission statement of “The mission of the Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League is to assist each woman of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in affirming 

her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the 

people of the world.” 

The LWML has been at the forefront of the efforts to spread the message, the Good News, of 

Jesus Christ to a world dying under the curse of sin.  Countless souls around the world have 

heard the Gospel from a pastor or missionary who is supported through the work of the LWML, 



whose mites have helped with their pastoral education through the Church Worker Study Grants, 

whose work is supported through the many mission grants that are funded. 

I see this work continuing as the LWML continues into its next 75 years and beyond.  But I also 

see an organization that is led by God and the power of the Holy Spirit to never rest on its laurels 

and to always seek to improve and to grow with the help of God. 

To that end I see the LWML continuing to reach out to the young women and girls in their 

congregations who will take up the missions that they have served so well.  The average age of 

our congregations is growing older and the LWML reflects this. The LWML must, in order to 

continue its vital work, reach out to the women of their congregations who are not yet involved 

in the work of the LWML.  This will be done by letting them know that LWML meetings are not 

just another “business meeting” but are times when they get together to study God’s Word, to 

fellowship with one another, and to relax and have fun as they serve God and serve their 

neighbors.  To be a place where the women of our congregations help, laugh, cry, rejoice and 

praise God with one another. 

This will not be easy, the world, the devil, and our sinful flesh work against us, God is always for 

us, and with His help and leadership and guidance it will be done.  As St. Paul writes in 

Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”    There are times when 

we will fail, when we will doubt, and fall into sin, but we rejoice that we know when we repent 

we are forgiven for Jesus sake. 

God’s blessings and grace to you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VP of Organizational Resources 

 

Laura Cooley, Marshfield, Missouri 

Springfield Zone 

 

Laura Cooley is a member of Redeemer, Springfield.  

At the District level she served as the Properties Chair for the 2010 Convention in Springfield, 

and as a committee member working with the Vice President of Communications.  

In her Springfield Zone she is the outgoing Zone President, and she has also held the offices of 

Vice President, Treasurer, and Nominating Committee.  

At the society level she has served as President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. At her 

previous congregation she served as Chairman of the Stewardship, Christian Education, and 

Learning Center Boards, VBS Director, and taught Sunday School. She served as a Young 

Woman Representative at the local and Zone level in the Texas District.  

In her community she has been involved in Master Gardeners, Boy Scouts, the local chapter of 

Embroiderer’s Guild of America, and the Marshfield Cherry Blossom Festival. She has a B.A. in 

Business/Personnel. She has worked as a substitute teacher for over 12 years.  

She and her husband have two sons.  

VISION STATEMENT: That through their service and care, the world would see Christ’s love 

reflected through the women of the LWML. 

 

 

 



VP of Organizational Resources  

 

Elizabeth (Liz) Mandrick, Maryville, Missouri  

St. Joseph Zone 
 

DISTRICT: I have attended most of the District and National LWML Conventions as a Delegate 

in my 40 years of service in the LWML. In 1982, I was a YWR at the Northeastern Illinois 

District Convention, held in Chicago. I served on the planning committees for both conventions 

held in Kansas City and the one in St. Joseph, Missouri. I also served on the Seminary Grants 

Committee. I have also served as St. Joseph Zone President for the Missouri District under Karen 

Drury.  

 

LOCAL: I currently hold the office of Society President for Hope Lutheran Church, Maryville. I 

design and decorate our church bulletin boards, help cook and serve at “The Shepherd’s 

Kitchen”, as well as our campus center meals and also serve on our altar guild.  

COMMUNITY:  I serve as secretary on our Ministry Center Board that runs our local food 

pantry and clothes room, etc. I volunteer at our local non-profit greenhouse called “Lettuce 

Dream”. It is a hydroponic greenhouse that helps developmentally challenged adults with 

workplace skills. I also help produce children’s plays at our community theater.  

PERSONAL:  I have been married to my husband for 40 years, we raised two amazing children 

who have grown to become responsible, caring, Christian people, happily married both raising 

two beautiful children of their own so far. My husband and I enjoy being Civil War Reenactors, 

traveling and meeting people from all over the country.  

VISION STATEMENT:  I would like to see our LWML membership grow, so that we can be 

able to help serve more people wherever and whenever God has need of us. My hope is that my 

communication with the Zone and Society Presidents will help inspire their numbers to grow for 

the purpose before mentioned.  

 

 



VP of Communication 

 

Edie Turner, Oakville, Missouri  

St. Louis South Zone 

 

Edie Turner is an active member of Peace Lutheran in St. Louis where she serves as President of 

the Ladies Guild, serves on the Cemetery Board, and on the Helping Hands Committee.   

She is completing her term as President of the South St. Louis Zone LWML where she also 

served as First Vice President.   

Edie’s LWML career began in 1991 in St. Petersburg, Florida, where she served the LWML as 

Society President, Zone President, Newsletter Editor, Vice President of Christian Growth, Vice 

President of Communication and Communications Chairman for the 2005 LWML Convention 

held in Tampa, Florida.   

She was also active in her local chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, serving as Chairman 

and also as Secretary.  Prior to the merger of AAL and Lutheran Brotherhood, she served as 

Chapter President and Blood Drive Chairman for several years.  She is currently serving as 

Secretary of the Board of Trustees for her subdivision.  Prior to retirement in 2005, Edie was a 

secretary and administrative assistant for a local bank, an administrative assistant for a national 

investment and an office manager in a Thrivent Financial office.   

Edie and her husband, Marv, live in Oakville, MO, and have 2 children, 4 grandchildren and 5 

great-grandchildren.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.  Phil. 4:13. 

VISION STATEMENT:  The mission of the LWML is to reach out to all women through the 

Quarterly, District Newsletters, and active membership in local congregations and societies, 

sharing God’s love and encouraging each one with the saving news of the Gospel.  

 

 

 



VP of Communication 

 

Doris Viets, Cole Camp, Missouri 

Sedalia Zone 
  

I live at Cole Camp, MO on the 280 acre family farm with my brother.  We are both life-long 

members of St. John’s Lutheran Church at Cole Camp.  I have worked as an Office Assistant at a 

transportation company for 27 years.   

 

My involvement with LWML began in 1998. Within my society I have served as president, 

secretary, and treasurer.  I have served as the kitchen supervisor and on the altar committee.   

 

My term as Sedalia Zone President ends in June.  On the Zone level, besides being president, I 

was Christian Life Chairman and Communications Chairman.   

 

I have also served as secretary, financial secretary, and assistant financial secretary of our 

Voters’ Assembly.  I am currently serving as Sunday School Superintendent and during the 

summer assist with VBS.   

 

In my free time, you can find me outside.  In the summer, I love to take long walks enjoying the 

beauty of God’s creation.  When it’s cold, I can be found cutting and splitting wood. 

 

VISION STATEMENT:  As I think of the LWML, it is one of the most important arms of our 

church.  The focus or goal of the LWML, as I see it, is to reach out to our neighbors in the local 

area as well as throughout the world.  We help promote the Gospel in churches and schools 

through Bible study topics.  Our goal is to equip, encourage, and strengthen the members of 

Christ’s church in order that we may serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

 

 

 



VP of Gospel Outreach 

 

Karen Drury, Oak Ridge, Missouri 

Cape Girardeau Zone 

 

Karen (Tiehes) Drury is a member of Hanover Lutheran Church. She is a third generation 

LWML-er and first became involved in the organization as a YWR to a district convention.  

On the Missouri District LWML level, she is currently serving as the Leader Development 

Chairman. She has also held the office of President 2010 – 2014, Vice President of Servant 

Resources, Nominating committee, and Committee for Young Women. In 2016 Karen was the 

Co-Chairman for the 2016 LWML Missouri District Convention.  

Within the Cape Girardeau Zone, Karen serves as the Leader Development Chairman. Other 

offices include the Zone President, Public Relations Chairman, Nominating Committee. Karen 

was co-founder of one of the first inter- congregational societies, SEMO LWLML Potters Clay, 

that will be celebrating its’ 20
th

 anniversary in 2019, where she has served as Chairman, Co-

Chairman, and Treasurer.  

Karen has a degree in graphic design and she designed the logos for the 1992 and 2016 LWML 

Missouri District conventions. 

Karen was born in Perryville, MO and grew up in Cape Girardeau. She is married to her 

husband, Jeff, and they have three sons and she now lives in Oak Ridge. After 20 years working 

in child care and as a director for a Lutheran preschool, she recently began a new career as a real 

estate agent. 

VISION STATEMENT: The LWML will continue to grow and change with the women of 

today, that they may be able to mature spiritually and be empowered to carry out the will of God 

for their lives through Christ who lives in them. 

 

 

 

 

 



VP of Gospel Outreach  

 

Liz Schroeder, Berger, Missouri  

Washington Zone 

 

Liz Schroeder first became involved with LWML when she moved to the Hermann area 28 years 

ago.  Her mother had always been involved so she was very aware of the work done by LWML.   

Liz has served her society in every position at one time or another.  She has served the zone as 

President, Vice President and Secretary.  She also served the District as Vice President of 

Servant Resources (Organizational Resources).  She served as Co-Chairman for the 2008 District 

Convention planning.   

Liz and her husband, Don, are members of Shepherd of the Hills, Hermann and actively serve on 

various boards and committees.   

Her special interest is in missions and encouraging mission work.   

Liz graduated from Concordia, Seward and taught in Lutheran schools for 13 years.  Then she 

enjoyed her dream job as a travel agent before retiring.   

She has been a church organist for more than 55 years.   

Liz has 2 step-daughters, and 5 grandchildren.   

She enjoys quilting and working in her yard.   

VISION STATEMENT: Growing up, LWML for me was equated with doing mission work.  In 

so many Lutheran publications articles listed work that had been done to help people know about 

God by work that had been funded by the LWML.  As I became personally acquainted with 

LWML, it was easy to see that LWML is much more than just mites and missions.  It is about 

helping women grow in their knowledge, faith and trust in the Lord.  It is about helping women 

know themselves and increase the use of the talents the Lord has given them.  I would pray that 

the LWML would continue to bless the world with the work their mites are doing.  I would also 

hope that we can grow with the new technology of this time and use it to connect with the non-

typical view of an LWML woman and include many younger women who are looking for 

answers and hope in their life.  We can help by embracing the new ways to reach out to women 

through online Bible studies, chat rooms, Facebook, etc. A new world has been opened to us.  

Let us use it. 



Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

Teresa Backs, Lockwood, Missouri 

Southwest Zone 

 

Teresa Backs is a member of St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Stockton, MO.  Having been 

introduced to LWML by her mother-in-law, she has been active in LWML for many years, 

serving on the society level as President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.   

At the zone level she is has served as President, Vice-President, Effective Society Planning 

Facilitator, Christian Life Chairman, and Parliamentarian.   

She served on the 2010 Convention Committee and as Editor on the District Level.  She is 

currently serving as Administrative Assistant for the District.   

In her church she has taught Sunday School and VBS, sang in the choir, played in the handbell 

choir, was a Junior Youth Group counselor, and served on the Future Needs & Planning 

Committee.   

She has also served as President of Parent/Teacher League and served on the Thrivent Chapter. 

For the last 27 years she has been employed at Immanuel Lutheran Church and School, 

Lockwood as school Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper.   

She and her husband Ronnie have two grown children.   

VISION STATEMENT:  Women sharing the Good News, mentoring and encouraging each 

other while desiring to grow together through Bible study, boldly reaching out through service 

projects, and supporting missions by giving like the widow who gave her only mite. 

 

 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee  

 
 

Gale Bobzien, Maysville, Missouri 

St. Joseph Zone  

 

Originally from Iowa, I moved to Maysville, Missouri nearly eight years ago after retiring from 

my position as a senior manager in flight assurance with Orbital Sciences Corporation in Dulles, 

Virginia. 

I am a life-long Lutheran and a member of St. Paul Lutheran in St. Joseph.  I had the privilege of 

serving as the LWML Guild Board president last year as we celebrated the 500
th

 anniversary of 

the Reformation and the 75
th

 anniversary of the LWML at our zone Spring Rally at St. Paul.  We 

did serve the Lord with joy and gladness!  I continue to serve the LWML in that capacity. 

In Maysville, I have volunteered at Living Hope, serve as a Library Board member, and currently 

volunteer at the nursing home by leading a weekly Bible study.  I also lead a weekly Bible study 

at the Methodist Church which often leads to interesting discussions! 

My son Todd is a nuclear engineer and a 22-year Navy veteran.  I have two grandchildren, the 

source of much joy in my life and a few gray hairs.  Katelyn is a graduate student at the 

University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.  Kyle is a high school senior currently focusing on which 

college to attend. 

The theme, Serving with Gladness, has made quite an impression on me.  I pray that I may do so 

wherever the Lord leads me.  

VISION STATEMENT: My vision of the LWML is encouraging and empowering women to 

step out in faith and joyfully serve our Lord and Savior and one another as we help spread the 

Gospel one mite at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee 
 

 
 

Donna Hecht, Frohna, Missouri  

Altenburg Zone 

 

Donna Hecht lives in Frohna with her husband, Dennis.  They have 3 sons and 2 grandchildren.   

She is a member of Concordia, Frohna and has been a member of Concordia LWML for over 30 

years.   

She has served her local society in the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

and Christian Growth Chairman.   

On the Zone level, she has served in the offices of Vice President and Treasurer and is currently 

Zone President.  She, also, was on the 2016 District Convention Host Committee.  

She has been a member of her local congregation since 1980 and has served in the following 

capacities: Sunday school teacher for about 20 years, youth counselor, Financial Secretary, 

Kitchen Committee, Endowment Fund Committee, Evangelism Committee, and audiovisual 

team.   

Past community activities include Lutheran Braille worker, East Perry County Jaycee Women 

member, and Frohna Community Betterment committee.  Currently, she is a member of the 

Frohna Park Board, Friends of the Library, and East Perry County Fair Photography Committee.   

Professionally, she has been a medical office practice manager for over 25 years. 

VISION STATEMENT:  Service to humanity is the best work of life.  Serving God by serving 

others, as He has commanded in His Word, with joy in our hearts and wherever He has placed 

us.  

 

 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

Nancy Johnson, Lamar, Missouri  

Southwest Zone 

 

Nancy is married and lives with her husband in Lamar. They are members at Immanuel, 

Lockwood, where she is active in LWML and choir.  

 

She has been active in LWML in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska.  

 

Local offices held have been President, Secretary and Treasurer.  

 

At the Zone level she was secretary in Kansas. In the Southwest Missouri Zone she has served as 

President, Vice-President and Member Development Chairman.  

 

Nancy is the secretary for the Southwest Zone Mission Council. She enjoys being a volunteer 

and secretary of the auxiliary at Barton County Cox Hospital.  

 

Her hobbies include quilting and reading.  

 

VISION STATEMENT: My hope for the LWML is that it will continue to be an organization 

that makes it possible for all women in our churches no matter what age, economic or social 

position to be a real part of spreading God’s word in our communities, country and around the 

world. There are so many ways to be actively involved but our older members, those with 

physical handicaps or other limitations can still say “I helped build a sewing center in Africa” or 

whatever project through those mighty mites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee 

 
 

Janet Latham, Kansas City, Missouri  

Kansas City South Zone  

 

Serving with LWML has been an important part of my life for many years, beginning when a 

fellow member at church invited me to my first circle meeting in 1975.  She became my LWML 

mom and helped me appreciate the blessing of women of different ages studying the Word and 

serving together.   

 

Over the years, I have been blessed to serve as President, Secretary and Christian Growth 

Chairman of my society at Calvary Lutheran in South Kansas City Zone at various times. At the 

Zone level, I have served as recording secretary, Christian Growth Chairman and 1
st
 Vice 

President. Presently, I am serving as Parliamentarian of the Zone.  

 

My husband Jim and I have been blessed with nearly 47 years of marriage and with a wonderful 

family, including our four children and 8 grandchildren. I was blessed to be a full-time mom for 

many years and then subsequently have spent nearly 20 years in the classroom of Calvary 

Lutheran School teaching in the early elementary grades. I am finishing my final year as a full-

time teacher, and look forward to using my new “spare” time serving more fully in LWML as 

well as having more time for family, and doing my favorite things, including gardening, reading, 

and being available to serve others as needs arise.  

 

VISION STATEMENT: I have been active in LWML for most of my adult life. In fact, I can 

even remember attending LWML rallies with my mother as a young girl. A very vivid memory I 

have is singing “Take My Life And Let It Be” at an LWML Rally when I was about 10 years old 

and realizing that these ladies had an amazing commitment to serve their Lord, a commitment 

that I wanted to share.  

 

Many women then, as well as now, may think they are serving in insignificant ways. But all of 

these willing hearts and busy hands, with the blessing of God, are the very fiber of LWML. What 

a wonderful blessing it is to be part of an organization that takes the love and commitment of 

women all over the world working together to accomplish great service, share His love, and 

spread the message of salvation through Jesus!   

 

I am so happy to be part of this vital and important part of our church body!  

 



Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

Judy Rose, Branson, Missouri  

Springfield Zone 

 

Judy has been a member of LWML since 1975 in societies in Illinois, Colorado, and Missouri. 

She follows in the footsteps of her mother and aunt who served their Lord through LWML 

activities. Judy has served as Springfield Zone President and is currently Missouri District 

Structure Chairman. She also serves as Faith Branson’s society President. 

  

She volunteers as Faith’s Financial Secretary, a Sunday School teacher, Handbell player, and 

Stephen Ministry Leader. She enjoys helping at Heart-Song Outreach ministry after-school 

events.  

 

In her community she serves as the treasurer for Branson’s DAV Auxiliary and AARP Smart 

Driver Instructor.  

 

Her hobbies include LWML quilting, a crochet club, gardening and reading.  

 

She is a longtime member of Toastmasters International.  

 

She currently works as a part-time tax preparer. 

 

VISION STATEMENT: My vision of a Nominating Committee member is seeking faith-filled 

women to serve as leaders who encourage LWML women in their faith, thankful giving, and 

fulfillment of their purpose is Christ’s church reaching others with the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

Mary Talbott, Sedalia, Missouri 

Sedalia Zone  

 

I grew up as a farm girl in rural Lafayette County.  I was baptized and confirmed at Trinity, 

Alma.  I graduated from Santa Fe High and from State Fair Community College (SFCC).  I have 

an Associate Degree in Nursing from SFCC. My nursing career spanned 38 years, 35 of those 

years were spent in the Oncology Department at Bothwell Regional Health Center where I was a 

charge nurse of the department for several years.   

 

I have been married for 38 years, mother, mother-in-law and grandmother to three wonderful 

grandchildren. 

   

I joined the St. John’s LWML in Cole Camp after our daughter graduated high school in 2000.  I 

have been active in this organization since I have joined. I have served as secretary, vice 

president and now president of this group.  I have chaired or co-chaired several of the groups 

fund raisers.  I have also served on the altar committee, visiting committee and nominating 

committee.   

 

I am currently co-chairing the Mission Fair for the 2018 Convention. 

 

Joining the LWML has made me a better person and I continue to grow with the help of the 

Lord.  I have my fellow LWML members to guide and lead me.  We are a close group of ladies 

who are always there to guide and support each other through the many trials of life.   

 

I would be honored to serve on the nominating committee for the 2020 convention.  Thank you 

for giving me this opportunity to serve the Lord and our Missouri LWML.   

 

My mission statement is:  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. Phil.4:13 

 

VISION STATEMENT: Lutheran Women sharing their Mites to spread the Love of Christ to 

all people and nations.  

 



Nominating Committee 

 

 
 

Rose Mary Thompson, Blue Springs, Missouri 

Kansas City South Zone 
 

Rose Mary Thompson, born in St. Louis, has been married to Gordon Thompson for 45 years 

and during that time was a stay at home mom raising four sons. Now enjoying the extra blessing 

of seven grandchildren.  

 

We have been members of Timothy Lutheran Church in Blue Springs for over 38 years, where I 

joined LWML and served as Society President, Vice President of Human Care/Gospel Outreach, 

Vice President of Mission Inspiration and currently Ruth Circle Chairman.  

 

From 2012-2016 I had the honor of serving as the Kansas City South Zone President and June of 

2014 served on the Host Committee of the LWML Missouri District 23
rd

 Convention in Kansas 

City.  

 

Currently, I am an appointed officer on the MO District Endowment Committee. Since late 

1980’s I have served on the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency Auxiliary of Greater Kansas City 

holding offices of President, First Vice President, Second Vice President and currently as 

Correspondence Secretary.   

 

During my Zone President term in 2015, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. With the support 

and prayers of my family, friends and LWML Sisters, our Heavenly Father answered those 

prayers and today I am a cancer survivor. With a grateful heart, I praise our Lord for allowing me 

to continue to “Serve HIM with JOY with All of You!”   

 

VISION STATEMENT: To carry out His work as a Lutheran Woman in Mission and be 

enlighten by the words in Romans 15:5… 

 

May our God who gives endurance and encouragement  

give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 

 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify  

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


