Grant Proposals approved for funding at
MO District LWML Convention

June 4-6, 2004

Child of God Summer Christian Education and Outreach Project

Child of God Lutheran Church and School, St. Peters, Missouri


$1,300

Child of God Lutheran Church and School was officially commissioned as a LMCS congregation in March, 2000.  Child of God School opened in August, 2000 with 10 kindergarten students.  It now enrolls 90 students in preschool through third grade.  

This new church plant is in a fast-growing area where families fall into three groupings of roughly the same size:  the churched, the nominally churched and the unchurched.  God has placed many evangelism opportunities before this new congregation.  Area families are looking for reliable Christian education and family-centered activities.  

This grant of $1,300 would allow Child of God to offer a summer program for children and adults that centers on a relationship with Jesus. 

Christian Education for Bosnian Children in St. Louis
Christian Friends of New Americans






$7,800

St. Louis and surrounding suburbs are experiencing rapid growth in immigrant and refugee populations.  Recent statistics show that these new residents make up approximately 10% of St. Louis’ population.  More than 40,000 of these new residents are Bosnian.  

Most Bosnians identify themselves as Muslim, but only a small number are involved in active worship.  Due to the nominal faith of most Bosnians, the door is wide open to Christian evangelism among this people group.  These ‘new American’ children and their families present a tremendous opportunity for outreach.  

Seeing the need to reach out to these people, Christ Memorial in Affton, Gethsemane in Lemay, Peace in Lemay and Resurrection in Sappington have expressed interest in working with Christian Friends of New Americans (a ministry of People of the Book Lutheran Church, or POBLO) to share the Gospel with immigrants and refugees through outreach programs.  These congregations work together to support Green Park Lutheran School as an educational ministry.  Christ Memorial and Peace have very active English-as-a-Second-Language and youth outreach programs that specifically target the local Bosnian Muslim community.  

A huge opportunity exists to reach out to the immigrant and refugee community with the love of Christ through Green Park Lutheran School.  This grant request of $7,800 would be used to provide two children from Bosnian Muslim families with tuition assistance and related school supplies to attend Green Park Lutheran School in St. Louis for one year. 
Equip Them To Be Equippers:  VBS Training Workshop




Alaskan Mission For Christ – St. John’s Lutheran, Beaufort, Mission Team

$5,000
St. John’s Mission team is a group of 8 volunteers from St. John’s Lutheran Church, Beaufort, Missouri.  Over the past three years, this team has sent individuals to work with the Alaska Mission for Christ in small communities in Alaska.  For the past two years this ministry brought the Gospel to over 100 children and many adults in Tuluksak, Alaska.  Tuluksak is a small village of about 400 people on the Kuskokwin River.  The people of this village are Yu’pik Alaskan.  

The goal of Alaskan Mission for Christ is to bring Christ to the children of Yu’pik villages and to move villages to doing indigenous ministry in a period of 5 years.  However, people of the villages need training in how to conduct VBS ministry.  This training can be best facilitated in the lower 48 states with volunteers.  St. John’s Mission Team has agreed to host such an event where youth and adults will be equipped for VBS ministry.

This grant of $5,000 will help fund transportation costs of bringing the Alaskan Equippers to Beaufort, Missouri and training them to share the Gospel with the people of Alaskan villages.

Exemplifying the Word of God and the Acts of Jesus Christ through the 
Women In Need Growing Strong (WINGS) Program

Lutheran Family & Children’s Services of Missouri




$12,000

The WINGS program provides comprehensive Christian counseling and other services to clients with crisis pregnancies, some of who may be at risk for abortion.  The goal of the program is to increase healthy outcomes for the babies and their mothers.  The counseling and support provided by the program addresses several of the reasons why a woman may seek an abortion, thus helping reduce the number of abortions in Missouri.  In addition to directly serving clients, the birth parent program educates the community on alternatives to abortion by providing presentations to schools and congregations.  

The majority of WINGS clients are expectant women facing a crisis pregnancy who have an income below poverty level.  
Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of Missouri is committed to continuing the WINGS program to the Cape Girardeau, Springfield, St. Louis and Columbia areas. 

This grant of $12,000 will help fund the continuing work of the WINGS program in providing Christian counseling to expectant women facing a crisis pregnancy. 
Expanding the Mission
International Student Ministry, St. Louis






$10,000
God brings an estimated 12,500 university students and their family members from all nations to the St. Louis area universities each year.  When these students come to the U.S. they leave behind family and friends on whom they have depended.  They have to learn a new culture, new methods for shopping and banking and often times new religious concepts.  They come with language barriers.  The majority are not Christian; many know little or nothing about Jesus Christ and some are hostile to Christianity.  

International Student Ministry works in partnership with Missouri District LCMS Board of Missions and is committed to reaching out to these students and their family members with Gospel centered hospitality, providing Christian volunteers who can help the students with English conversation, English language study, Bible study and other opportunities to demonstrate and to tell the Good News that Jesus cares for them, loves them and has saved them for everlasting life with Him. 

International Student Ministry has developed a ministry strategy which calls for increasing the universities served from the present four by one per year until ten universities in the St. Louis area are served by 2010.  The strategy calls for increasing the number of internationals reached by 20% each year and the number of volunteers working with the international students by 20% each year.  In order to accomplish this goal, one of the two part-time directors began working full-time in January 2004.  The expansion project will require $35,000 over and above the present gifts from congregations, individuals and grant giving agencies in the next three years.  

This grant of $10,000 will help fund the mission outreach of International Student Ministry.  

Family of Christ Lutheran Church, Ashland, Missouri
An Outreach Mission of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 



$10,000
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, Ashland, Missouri is a mission plant resulting from the combined efforts of the Columbia-Jefferson City Mission Action Advisory Group (MAAG), the North American Missions Program of the LCMS and the Missouri District LCMS Missions Department.  
Ashland, located half-way between Jefferson City and Columbia, has been the fastest growing community per capita in Boone County, with population growth of 50% between 1990 and 2000.  The LCMS Board for Mission Service has concluded that the most efficient and economical way to reach the lost in North America is to plant new churches. Demographic studies show that the area has an unchurched population of 58%.  
On October 26, 2003 the members of Family of Christ gathered for their first services with 138 attending.  Of those attending, approximately 65 were visiting with the 5th grade choir from Trinity, Jefferson City. 

The congregation currently gathers in a temporary worship space at the Ashland Optimist Building.  A member of the mission is currently in the process of securing permits to construct a commercial lease building on land that he owns.  This mission congregation expects it would lease for a period of 3-5 years until it grows to the point where it can purchase land and build a suitable, permanent facility.  

The goal of Family of Christ Lutheran Church is to equip and enable members to actively participate in a ministry that will always have an ongoing emphasis on outreach to the community.  A specific goal that cannot be implemented until Family of Christ is in an adequate building is to establish an outreach ministry in the form of an “After-School Latch-Key Program”.  This vision has been established through responses to canvassing surveys conducted in the community.  Ashland is a “bedroom” community where most residents work in either Jefferson City or Columbia, creating an environment where there is little in the form of after-school supervision for adolescents.  
The financial needs of this young mission are great.  This grant of $10,000 will help fund spreading of the Gospel message and outreach activities at Family of Christ Lutheran Church, Ashland, Missouri.
Family Shield Radio Expansion Project






$10,400
Family Shield Ministries, Inc. has produced a live, weekly, Gospel-oriented, Bible-based interactive radio program since January of 1996.  Programs address family life, apologetics, spiritual growth and learning to witness.  

The Family Shield radio program is currently broadcast on AM 850 KFUO and can be heard within a 140 mile radius of St. Louis.  Family Shield is a Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS dedicated to reaching and equipping families for Christ.  Family Shield has a record of success in evangelism and assists over 5,000 people each year through its evangelism and referral services.   

A recent study by Barna Research Group shows Christian radio to be the fastest growing medium for spreading the faith, with slightly more than half of the nation’s adults saying they had tuned in to a Christian radio program of some type during the previous month.  Barna Group also documents that 10-15% of Christian radio listeners are unchurched, making Christian radio an important outreach tool for the Lutheran community.  

Family Shield is seeking a $10,400 grant to bring the radio program to the Kansas City metro area.  An added benefit of bringing the radio program to the Kansas City area is that Family Shield will be able to develop partnerships with LCMS congregations and organizations in the Kansas City area.  
Helping Blind People See Jesus
Lutheran Blind Mission – Ministry in Neosho, Missouri 




$10,000

In today’s world there are more that 55 million blind people, many are children, and most have never heard that Jesus loves them.  These people have deep spiritual needs as many of them believe that their blindness is punishment for sin, or that if they had enough faith they would be healed.  When they aren’t healed, they give up on God. 

Lutheran Blind Mission is fortunate to have a cassette tape workcenter and wonderful volunteers in Neosho, Missouri who devote their time and energy to produce materials to encourage and strengthen the faith of blind and visually impaired adults, youth and children.  Volunteers at the cassette tape workcenter produce The Lutheran Messenger, The LWML Quarterly, The Lutheran Layman, The Lutheran Digest and Christian Blind Institute Materials. 

Many people who use these tape cassettes say that Lutheran Blind Mission provides them with good Christian materials and that the tapes entertain and fill their lonely hours at home.  

This grant of $10,000 will help Lutheran Blind Mission continue the cassette tape workcenter in Neosho, Missouri as they reach out with the Good News about Jesus to blind and visually impaired people.

Ministry to Women in Missouri Correctional Centers




$7,000
God has opened a vast mission field within the Missouri District LWML’s Northeast Zone.  Offenders numbering 2,301 are housed in Missouri Correctional Centers at Vandalia and Chillicothe.  

The members of the Northeast Missouri Zone have ongoing ingatherings of items such as emery boards, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, pencil, writing paper, envelopes and stamps for five letters to create kits for the offenders.  The kits must be uniform in content.  The minimum cost to create each kit is $10 to $11.  

Members of the Northeast Missouri Zone approved assembling and delivery the kits as a way to share the Son of Man to this mission field.  

“A Walk through the Gospel”, a common tool used to mark Bibles, has been tentatively approved for inclusion in the kits.

The women of the Northeast Missouri Zone consider it essential that the women housed in correctional centers learn that He is there to help each of them in their lives and that they teach their children and families about the power of God in one’s life.  

This grant of $7,000 will assist the Northeast Missouri Zone LWML in providing kits to the women housed in Missouri Correctional Centers.

Our Savior Lutheran Church Preschool

Our Savior Lutheran Church, Platte City, Missouri




$5,000
Our Savior Lutheran Church was organized in September 1989.  Our Savior is located in Platte County, which is one of the fastest growing counties in Missouri.  The greater Platte City area is projected to grow from current numbers of 5,000 to 20,000 within the next five years.  
Our Savior’s Planning Council with the assistance of Dr. Ralph Geisler, Missouri Mission Facilitator, has developed a three-year mission/vision/values plan.  The mission/vision/values plan recognizes a need for Christian preschools exists in Platte City.  Our Savior is committed to opening a preschool in September 2004.  
Our Savior Lutheran Church is seeking a $5,000 grant to make their facility handicap accessible, to add exit signs and water sprinklers.  The grant will also assist with initial requirements for renovating and equipping the classrooms with items such as furniture, educational materials, craft supplies and divider walls.
Radio Ministry to Hispanics
Amigos de Cristo Iglesia Lutherana, Sedalia, Missouri 




$4,680

Amigos de Cristo mission began informally in 1997 following a large and rapid influx of Hispanic immigrants in the Sedalia area who came in response to low skill jobs, primarily at Tyson Foods.  God has blessed this mission abundantly and the outreach has been successful.  However, the need continues as there are an estimated 2,800 Spanish speakers in the Sedalia area who are unchurched.  

In July of 2003 the Committee for Hispanic Missions voted to take a giant leap of faith and begin a radio program in Spanish.  Radio is a tool Rev. Torres used in Cleveland.  Rev. Torres feels it would be very effective in Sedalia since there are currently no other Christian programs in Spanish broadcast in the Sedalia area.  There is, however, a secular “Spanish hour” that most of the Spanish speakers listen to.  The time offered to Amigos de Cristo immediately follows that program, so the audience is already tuned in.  Rev. Torres proposes to talk, read the Scripture for the day, play one or two hymns and then use the Lutheran Hour’s Spanish drama “Ayer, hoy, y siempre” (yesterday, today and always) for the remaining 15 minutes.  

This grant of $4,680 will provide one full year of weekly radio programming that will send the good news of Jesus to people who might not attend church as well as inviting people to worship at Amigos de Cristo.
Renovation of the Home and Office of the Lutheran Bible Translators
Botswana, Africa









$10,000
Missionary Mike Rodewald currently serves as a missionary through Lutheran Bible Translators to the people in Botswana.  Lutheran Bible Translators exists to bring the Holy Scriptures to people in their own language.  
Lutheran Bible Translators has been able to purchase some property where Missionary Mike Rodewald, his family and other workers will live as they serve in Botswana. The property is in need of much repair because of water leaks and termite infestation.  An extra bedroom and bathroom are also needed.  Temperatures often reach 95 to 100 degrees at least 6 months a year.  Because of the extreme heat, air conditioning is needed in the office area where computers are used to translate the Holy Scriptures.  
The Rodewald’s have received estimates that the cost of the renovations will be in excess of $15,000.  This grant of $10,000 would assist in funding a large part of the needed renovations.
Saxony Lutheran High School Chapel

Cape Girardeau Zone








$10,000

Through prompting of the Holy Spirit, 21 southeast Missouri LCMS congregations joined together to construct and make Saxony Lutheran High School a reality.  Saxony Lutheran High is the first Lutheran high school in southeast Missouri.  These fellow Lutherans firmly believe educated Christian youth are a means of propagating His Word to the future generations.  

Saxony Lutheran High School is temporarily located in the Activities Center of St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Cape Girardeau.  Enrollment has grown from 7 “pioneer” students in August of 2000 to 58 students in the 2003-2004 school year.  It is anticipated the Lord will continue to bless Saxony Lutheran High School with another large increase for the 2004-2005 school year and beyond.  

Saxony Lutheran High School will be permanently located on a 40-acre tract of land at Fruitland, Missouri.  The tract of land has been purchased and is paid in full.  At present, site work excavation and grading has been completed and the building is under construction.  

A portion of the new building will be used as a Chapel/altar area where Saxony Lutheran High School students and faculty will conduct daily chapel services. 

This grant of $10,000 will help fund the building of the Saxony Lutheran High School Chapel area.

Servant’s Heart Mission Trips for Seminary Students & Wives



$5,000
The Servant’s Heart began in the early 1990’s.  It is a Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS that reaches out with the Gospel to the poor who live and work in and near the garbage dump of Guatemala City.  

At the Oklahoma City Convention, Servant’s Heart was selected as a project to be supported by the LWML during the 2003-2005 biennium.  

Concordia Seminary has approved Servant’s Heart as a valid short-term, cross-cultural experience for its students.  Five short-term mission teams have gone to Servant’s Heart since August of 2000.  Concordia Seminary plans to continue this practice with at least two teams going in 2004.  These ten day mission trips include a wide range of experiences with the poorest people in Guatemala City.  Teams provide medical clinics in conjunction with VBS’s in several locations; help in the daily soup kitchens, “La Provision”, that go into the dump to feed workers as they scrounge for anything they can recycle or use; visit 3 national Lutheran churches to support their ministry and the U.S. missionaries; do Bible studies with the teens and other workers at Servant’s Heart; make evangelistic “house visits” in the shanty village next to the dump where they sing, witness, give Bibles and pray with the people living there.  Their goal is always to share Jesus with those they meet in Guatemala.

The 15 member seminary teams bring with them items such as medicines, school supplies, shoes and Bibles which will be useful to their ministry in Guatemala City.  
Perhaps the greatest benefit to those participating in the mission trip comes when they return home to the United States.   The experience of working with the poor and sharing the Gospel broadens their vision of Christ’s Church and her mission.  It has lasting effects on future pastors who will encourage their congregations to support missions; it often motivates them to take their future parishioners or even their current field work church on such trips.  Some team members have become foreign missionaries or church planters within the United States.  

While the 2003-2005 grant approved at the Oklahoma City convention will assist the ongoing ministry of Servant’s Heart, it does not assist these seminary mission teams with the expense of going to Guatelama City.  Seminary teams currently pay $1,225 per person to participate in these mission trips.  Because seminary students are on limited budgets, they must seek outside funding to be able to participate.  

This grant of $5,000 would be used by students and family members who need assistance with funding Seminary mission trips to Servant’s Heart ministry in Guatemala to experience and support this ministry so that they may be enriched for future service to the church. 
Scholarships for Full-Time Church Worker Students




$12,000
Our nation is fast becoming the largest mission field in the world because of those who oppose the Christian faith.  The need for church workers who are grounded in the Christian faith is at an all time high.  Higher education is an integral part of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and is regarded as vital in preparing teachers and other professional church workers.  
Each year the Missouri District LWML Study Grant Committee receives more than thirty-five applications from students wishing to attend Concordia system schools.  These students indicate a strong desire to serve the Lord in full time church work professions.  

The average cost for a student to attend one of the Concordia Universities is $25,170.  This cost does not include school supplies, personal expenses, travel to and from home and incidentals for health and recreation.   
Due to lack of funds, the Missouri District LWML Study Grant Committee was unable to assist 18 students this past academic year.  Sadly, some of these applicants needed as much as $15,000 to meet their expenses.
This grant of $12,000 will be used to help fund church worker study grants for students preparing for full-time church work and who are enrolled in one of our Synodical Universities.
Upgrading School Curriculum
Zion Lutheran School, Lone Elm, Missouri 





$5,000
Sixty percent of Missouri District LCMS congregations are located in small/rural town communities.  Zion Lutheran Church and School in Lone Elm is one such congregation.  

The ministry at Zion Lutheran School focuses on introducing Jesus to the children of the congregation, as well as the neighboring rural area.  For the past 108 years it has played a vital role in the spiritual development of the community.  

A recent increase in the lower grades has required curriculum to be upgraded so that all textbook versions will be consistent.   Very few small/rural congregations have been able to continue operation of their parochial school and the need for textbooks is a major investment for the congregation.  
This grant of $5,000 will provided upgraded curriculum in the areas of reading, science and social studies and also the library using the ABEKA series which integrates the Bible in all areas. 
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